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Ralph and Edith Norton 
By J. A. Morris Kimber: 
CARCE twenty years ago I see them 
here -—— 


Right here in Flanders, where the poppies 
blow. 
They came that men who dealt with death 
might know 
That life — true life—could banish hatred, fear. 


These years they spent in Flanders. Belgium” 


To them became— the sweetest land below. 


‘To cottage and to palace did they go 
And tell of Christ, the Saviour ever near. 
But twenty years took one, has taken two; 
They lie together now neath Belgian sod, 
And pen ag have passed the torch to younger 
an 


Together they are with their Master who 
the only place e’er made by God 
Sweeter to them than tiny Belgium’s lands. 


This Missionary Number 


Five of the missionaries named in this 
special Missionary Number are “with 
Christ; which is far better.” They have 
scarcely taken their place in the history 
of foreign missions, as they will most cer- 
tainly do, for they still seem to belong to 
the present. Their own loved ones, their 
fellow workers, the staff of THe Sunpay 
ScHoor Tres, and hundreds of others in 
many lands can still almost hear the very 
tones of their voices, see their cheery 
smiles, and feel the hearty grip of their 
hatids, and the heartache of their Home- 
going is still with us. But they all bore 
a glorious testimony, for a few or many 
years, and they now rest with the Lord. 
Ralph and Edith Norton served him in 
Belgium; John and Betty Stam gave up 


their lives for him in China; and Jonathan 
Goforth had a long term of service in the 
same land. All were faithful unto death, 
and their faithfulness is an encouragement 
to their associates and all other mission- 
aries who are still proclaiming the Good 
News. In the Christmas Number of the 
Times, December 5, under the title, “Sug- 
gestions for Your Christmas Giving,” was 
published a list of home and foreign mis- 
sionary organizations which, with those 
mentioned in this issue, are worthy of the 
financial and prayer support of Christian 


people. 
<x 
Righteousness Triumphs in Britain 


Righteousness has not been conspicu- 
ous in great crises among the nations in 
recent years. All the more significant and 
welcome, therefore, was the quiet, swift, 
and inexorably righteous ending of ‘the 
empire-shaking tragedy that confronted 
Great Britain and her world-circling do- 
minion early this month. It might have 
meant disaster, revolution, a shattered king- 
dom, even wars around the globe. All this 
was averted because Britain’s Prime Min- 
ister and the Archbishop of Canterbury, 
and eventually the Cabinet and Parliament, 
stood like Gibraltar for decency, morality, 
and Christian righteousness. There were, 


% 


of course, cheap and superficial criticisms 
of the Government’s course. One of the 
most brilliant newspaper editors in America 
ignorantly rang the changes on what he 
called the “middle class hypocrisy” that 
opposed the former King’s marriage. But 
the Toronto Globe and Mail, in a discern- 
ing column, quotes the distinguished Eng- 
lish editor, Wickham Steed: “No woman, 
British or foreign, who, once divorced, had 
accepted royal hospitality in company of 
her second husband and had then divorced 
the second husband in circumstances sug- 
gesting doubt whether a decree can or 
should be made absolute, could possibly 
aspire to the King’s hand without bringing 
on herself and her royal lover a bitter con- 
demnation.” Not only Britain’s leaders, 
but the people as a whole, saw this and, 
as another well known American journalist 
writes, “when scandal threatened to tar- 
nish a symbol which stands not for sub- 
servience but for liberty, lifted it with 
unanimity and dispatch upon another brow.” 
God honors nations that honor him, and 
this writer says truly: “The demonstra- 
tion of the last ten days has been worth 
more to the prestige of Great Britain than 
battleships.” Christian people everywhere 
may well thank God for the gleaming shaft 
of light and righteousness that Britain has 
shot through the darkness of this present 
world. 
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When Betty Scott Surrendered 


Epitor’s Note.—The following priceless 
letter was written October 7, 1926, by Elisa- 
beth Scott to her sister Beatrice, when Elisa- 
beth was a student at Wilson College, Cham- 
bersburg, Pa., and also Treasurer of the East 
Pennsylvania and New Jersey Union of Stu- 
dent Volunteers for Foreign Missions. The 
original letter was discovered only recently, 
and Dr. and Mrs. Charles Ernest Scott of 
China sent it at once to the Editor. Elisabeth, 
their daughter, became Mrs. John C. Stam, 
and just two years ago she and her husband 
gave up their lives for Christ in China. 


Dearest little sister Bunny: 


Let’s make the Pacific Ocean narrower, 
and the continent of America, too, this 
year, by being in closer touch with each 
other. Let’s tell each other things that 
w€ are especially interested in, and not let 
time and distance apart stop our being real 
sisters. I love you, dear, more than I ever 
did when we were all at home together, 
and I know that in the future we will all 
be the best of chums together. You see, 
since I’ve been away from home I’ve 
learned to trust the Lord better, with the 
result that I begin to understand what trust 


really means: that one gets the power and 
the inspiration to love more faithfully and 
more unselfishly. The result is that, in- 
stead of making a good time and lots of 
attention and many compliments the height 
of my ambition, I have now let the Lord 
take charge of -my life and put his will and 
his glory first. And, Bunny, it does away 
with that awful, dissatisfied feeling that 
used to be so close that it was always stick- 
ing around and preparing to nab me. Of 
course, there are times now when I forget 
for a moment that I am the Lord’s, and 
then my horrible old self rages around and 
makes herself very conspicuous. 

Now you can see by this paper heading 
(which, by the way, is not strictly meant 
for letter writing in general, but only for 
business notes) that I am one of the officers 
in the Student Volunteer Union of this 
part of the country. That means that I 
am one of a large number of college boys 
and girls who have decided that the mis- 
sionary life is the life for them, and that, 
if nothing else comes up which seems to 
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be God’s particular will for them, they 
will most certainly end by going out as 
missionaries under some foreign board. 

It has taken me some time to decide that 
I wanted to be a missionary, and the main 
reason against my finally deciding was 
this: the fact that-I am a missionary’s 
daughter and that every one just naturally 
expects me to do the same thing, mission- 
ary work, myself. You understand what 
I mean, don’t you, honey? One naturally 
hates to do what people expect one to; 
and the feeling that you ought to do a 
thing doesn’t help you much, either. In 
fact, I found it true that there was a differ- 

_ent way to go at the thing. Instead of 
saying, “Gee whiz, why do I have to do it, 
just because other people want me to? I 
won't!” Then, “Oh, I know that no one 
will be happy until I do do as I’m supposed 
to. I feel that something is just forcing 
me to do it, and I don’t want to. I don’t! 
I won’t! —Why do I have to?” (You see 
what I mean?) 

Well, I began by trying to trust in the 
Lord, and in saying something like this: 
“Lord, I’m not a bit happy, going on the 
way I am. I want people to like me, and 
sometimes they do, and sometimes they 
don’t. Please tell me how to be happy!” 

Then he seemed to say: “How can I 
help you, child? You are fighting against 
me with all your might. It isn’t my way 
to force people to do things; they must 


tell me that I am welcome before I can 


do very much with their lives.” 
Then I said, “I suppose that you want 
me to give up all the things that are fun, 


and be a stupid old maid missionary, with, 
thick and stubby black shoes and a tight-' 


waisted white dress !” 

But he only said, “I only want your love 
and obedience,” and that.made me mad, and 
very uncomfortable. So it went on. 

Then in desperation I said, “What will 
you give me, if I simply give over every- 
thing to you? Maybe I'll be sorry.” 

Then he said: “What you get depends 
on how much you give. And don’t you 
think that the experiment is worth try- 
ing?” 

Well, I can’t remember all the details 
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“Stand Still, and See” 
By Elisabeth A. Scott 


Betty Scott wrote this poem after her 
surrender. It was first omnes in THE 
Sunpay ScnHoor Times of June 22, 19209. 
had written to her father: ‘This 
poem expresses the distress of soul and 
fear of mind that were mine before I 
surrendered my all, even inmost motives 
(so far as I know) to God’s control. The 
four-line stanza is His gracious answer 
of assurance to me that he accepts my 
unworthy self, The last five-line stanza 
is my satisfaction and joy in the peace 
of guidance that Christ my Saviour, and 
now Lord of my life, gives me.” 


a standing, Lord. 
There is a mist that blinds my sight. 
Steep jagged rocks, front, left, and right, 
Lower, dim, gigantic, in the night. 

Where is the way? 


“I’m standing, Lord. 
The black rock hems me in behind. 
Above my head a moaning wind 
Chills and oppresses heart and mind. 
I am afraid! 


“I’m standing, Lord. 
The rock is hard beneath my feet. 
I nearly slipped, Lord, on the sleet. 
So weary, Lord, and where a seat? 
Still must I stand? ’”’ 


He answered me, and on His face 

A look ineffable of grace, 

Of perfect, understanding love, 
Which all my murmuring did remove. 


«I’m standing, Lord. 
Since Thou hast spoken, Lord, I see 
Thou hast beset ; these rocks are Thee ; 
And, since Thy love encloses me, 

I stand and sing!” 








of the fight; but, believe me, it was a 
battle royal, all right. And all the time 
I was getting more and more desperate. 
Finally I said—oh, I know it must have 
been the last stand of Satan; for it was 
perfectly terrible—“Well, I'll never be 
happy this way, so you might just as well 
have your own way, Jesus. Here, take me,” 
and I practically threw myself at him. 
Immediately,-I had the most terrible feel- 
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ing. I nearly died of sorrow. I thought, 
“Is this how I have been talking to God?” 
and I cried so hard that I could hardly. 
breathe. I felt like crawling under the 
lowest and dirtiest floor I could find, and 
waiting. there to be struck by lightning. 

But, you see, I was really humble by 
that time. And I guess that that was what 
Christ was trying to accomplish; he 
couldn’t do a thing with me while I was 
all puffed up. Then, he wouldn’t let me 
stay groveling in the dirt any more; but 
he was wonderfully kind and sympathetic 
and encouraging, and as I kept on sobbing, 
“Oh, forgive me! forgive me!” he said 
very clearly, “I have forgiven you. Now 
I have taken the rubbish out of your heart, 
too. Do you want me to come and stay, 
instead ?” 

“Oh, yes, dear Lord,” I said, and I knew 
that was what I’d been wanting all my 
life, and never knew it! And almost the 
first thing I said then, was: “What can 
I do for thee, Jesus? I give thee all I 
have, and I hope’ that thou canst use me, 
although there is. nothing good“in me!” 

And he said, “Do you remember the five 
loaves and two fishes? What is given to 
me I can bless, so that the good it does 
cannot be measured. All I want is a per- 
fectly whole heart, no matter how unat- 
tractive and sin-stained the person who 
owns it.” 

“Mine is yours, O Lord,” I said, and I 
felt. as though, if I opened my eyes, I 
should see the Holy Spirit descending in 
flames of fire on the héads of people around 
and on me. Suddenly I started in thrilled 
surprise. “Oh, I know what you want 
me to do! Be a missionary! I will, if 
you will help mé and go with me all ‘the 
way.” 

And now you see why I am a Student 
Volunteer, and why I think that anyone 
who tries to force himself to be a mission- 
ary (or anything else) is putting the cart 
before the horse, and has probably not 
spoken with God on the subject at all. 

Best of love, dear Bunny, and I shall 
certainly’ write you again soon. 

Your loving sister, 


Betty. 
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Why the Trouble Between Jew and Arab in Palestine? 


Glimpses of th and future of the sons of 
Ginast te tho Gael of booed 





By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 














T IS not easy to define the term “Arab.” 

We naturally think of the descendants 

of Ishmael when we hear this name. 
And undoubtedly by far the great majority 
of the tribesmen in the country of Arabia 
proper are lineally descended from the son 
of Abraham and Hagar. It is significant 
that after approximately 3,500 years they 
dwell today where they have lived for 
nearly thirty-five centuries, while the sons of 
Isaac, the half-brother, are scattered to 
the four winds of heaven. What manifest 
proof we have in this of the exactness of 
Biblical prophecy. What a blunder Moses 
would have made if, on the plains of Moab, 
he had predicted the world-wide scattering 
of the Beni Ishmael as he did of the Beni 
Israel! Only the fact that he was divinely 
guided in his prophetic utterances can ac- 
count for their exact accord with the his- 
tory of the people of Israel for the long 
ages that have elapsed since he foretold 
their certain future. 


How the Arabs Came to the Land 


It was following the scattering of the 
Jews that, little by little, the Arabs from 
the South and East found their way into 
Palestine. There they encountered and 
eventually absorbed the mixed races that 
were already in the land—the remnants 
of the Philistines and other Canaanitish 
peoples, who married with the mongrel 
hordes settled there by the Assyrian con- 
querors and those who had emigrated 
thither from many parts following the 
downfall of the Roman Empire. Under the 
ascendancy of Islam, Palestine became 
again a holy land, the land of Abraham, 
venerated alike by Jews and Arabs. Jertt 
salem, city of so many sacred memories, 
became a second holy city to the followers 
of Mohammed, next in sacredness to Mecca 
itself. 

The triumphs of the Saracens over the 
Crusaders fixed the status of this country 
as an Arab ftand for centuries to come. 
The later Ottoman rulers, who held it in 
subjection for so long, recognized it as 
in part the homeland of the Arabs. 

When the World War raged in its hor- 
rible fury, Lawrence of Arabia, according 
to his own confessions, obtained the sup- 
port of the powerful Arab sheiks by prom- 
ising them that Britain would confirm their 
independence of the Turk and recognize 
Palestine as their fatherland. About the 
same time the Balfour government was 
making promises to the Jews, whose in- 
ventive genius and chemical discoveries 
meant so much to the Allies in hastening 
the close of that sanguinary conflict. Un- 


doubtedly, both promises to Arab and Jew: 


were made in good faith. But the remark- 
able development of Zionism and other 
Jewish repatriation movements has proved 
almost too much to handle in such a way 
as properly to recognize the rights of both 
peoples. 

Basically, there does not seem to be much 
real antagonism between Jew and Arab. 


The daily press for the last few years 
has had much to say about Palestine. 
The “Arab problem” or the “Jewish 
problem,” depending on the point of 
view of the writer, intermittently flares 
up in the columns of newspapers and 
magazines. But it is not often that one 
sees such a masterly, yet brief discus- 
sion of the situation as this article by 
the pastor of the Moody Memorial 
Church in Chicago. Dr. Ironside spent 
some time in Palestine this year. Thus, 
he writes from first hand and up-to- 
date knowledge, and, as might be ex- 
pected from one of the foremost Bi- 
ble teachers and writers in America, 
with the whole of Bible history as a 
background and in the light of Bible 
prophecy as he looks into the future. 








The Series on Prophecy 
Begins Next Week 


























HE series of articles on Bible Prophecy 

by the Editor of THe Sunpay ScHOooL 
Times, Charles G. Trumbull, which. was 
announced to begin publication in Decem- 
ber, has been delayed a little because of 
the illness of Dr. Trumbull. The Trmes 
is glad to report that he is now making a 
most favorable and rapid recovery, and has 
written the opening article in the series, 
which will appear in next week’s issue; . It 
takes up Bible Prophecy in a way rather 
different from the usual study, presenting 
from the Scriptures: 


Prophecy — the Sharpest 
of All Swords 


The opening article of this new series, 
appearing exclusively in the Times and 
beginning . next week, will marshal both 
Scriptural and present-day proof of the 
striking and unusual claim made by the title. 

A few of the many other articles in the 
series are the following: 


How I Came to Believe in 
the Lord’s Return 


Seven Reasons for Believing in 
the Second Coming 


Modernism and the Great Apostasy 
Are There Really Signs of Christ’s Return, 
and Can We Safely Interpret Them ? 
Startling Signs of the Times 
What Is Prophecy’s Greatest Miracle? 
The Purifying and Practical Hope 


An unpublished article by the late Dr. James 
M. Gray: What is Premillennialism ? * 


Those not now getting the Times can 
secure this entire series on Bible Prophecy 
(which will run in these columns for sev- 
eral months) by taking advantage of a 
special introductory rate of one dollar for 
24 weeks, if subscriptions are sent promptly 
to The Sunday School Times Company, 
325 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. 


Both are Abraham’s children — therefore 
Semites —so no anti-Semitic problem en- 
ters into the present trouble. Both are 
strict monotheists, and in some respects 
the Jew is much closer to the Arab, re- 
ligiously, than he is. to his friends the 
British Christians. The real difficulty is 
mainly an economic one. 

The Arabs—contemplative, easy-going, 
unused to modern business and agricultural 
methods — have found themselves outclassed 
by the’ active, énergetic, up-to-date Jews, 
who have been swarming into Palestine 
at such a rate since 1918 that, whereas 
there were less than 50,000 of them in the 
land when the Armistice was signed, today 
there are over 400,000, and more coming in 
every month. It is true that under new 
conditions Arab immigration and increase 
have also been noticeable. The 600,000 of 
eighteen years ago has now become nearly 
900,000, but if Jewish immigration con- 
tinues unrestricted for a few years more, 
it is evident that the Arabs will soon be 
far outnumbered by the Israelites, 


Thriving Jewish Colonies 


Then, the wealth of Jewry is amazing. 
Their vast land purchases are gradually, 
but surely, driving the Arabs from the 
country to the cities, while thriving Jewish 
colonies are springing up everywhere. In 
many cases the shiftlessness and lack of 
initiative of the Arab land-owners have 
played right into the hands of the Jews. 
Such cases as the following are com- 
mon: 

An Arab family which has held title 
to a large tract of land for centuries has 
never developed it to any appreciable ex- 
tent. A poorly constructed house, or tent, 
will constitute the family residence. A 
small garden plot may be cultivated. Hun- 
dreds of dunams [a dunam equals .22 acre] 
are left untilled and used only for pas- 
turage for sheep, goats, or other animals, 
out of which a mere existence is earned 
by the Arab family. 

But the Jew appears upon the scene. 
Arrangements are made to purchase the 
land for a price which to the Arab is 
enormous. His cupidity leads him to sell. 
But he knows nothing of conserving or 
investing funds. Possessed temporarily of 
more money than he ever dreamed would 
be his, he goes on a riotous orgy of spend- 
ing, and soon the last vestige is gone. 
Meantime, a thriving Jewish colony has 
sprung up as if by magic on the land that 
was once his. He and his family are 
practically forced to work in the fields and © 
orchards on his former property for his 
Jewish overlord. It is not surprising that 
resentment fills his soul. And yet he has 
been neither swindled nor cheated in any 
way. It is simply the business-like ability 
of Jacob in contrast with the shiftless, 
easy-going methods of Laban, re-enacted. 

Friends of both Arab and Jew hope that 
under the British mandate a solution may 
be found for the present difficulty, as at 
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this writing seems likely, at least for a 
time, and that as a result the work of 
rebuilding Palestine may go on without hin- 
drance. If later it be again demonstrated 
that Ishmael and Isaac cannot dwell to- 
gether in peace, undoubtedly the former 
will have to move out to make way for 
the completion of the prophetic program. 
For in the prophecies of the end-times there 
can be no question but that Palestine is 
viewed once more as a Jewish land, rich 
and prosperous, and largely resettled by 
the Chosen People, who will have a promi- 
nent part to play in the strenuous days of 
the last great tribulation—the time of 
Jacob’s trouble—ere the promised return 
of King Messiah to fulfill all the prophe- 
cies made to the fathers, when eventually 
“all Israel shall be saved,” after the apos- 
tate part of the nation has been judged. 

For the Arab, too, there will be bless- 
ing in that day, when the tents of Kedar 
resound with songs of praise to the One 
whom Mohammed recognized as a prophet 
but refused to own as the divine Son of 
God. 

“Blindness in part,” we know, “is hap- 
pened to Israel, until the fulness of the 
Gentiles be come in” (Rom. 11: 25). After 
that the veil will be torn from their hearts 
and “they shall look upon Him whom they 
have pierced,” and bow in repentance at 
His feet. But the Arabs are not judicially 
blinded in the same sense, though the teach- 
ing of the Arabian false prophet is indeed 
like a strong delusion that makes it diffi- 
cult to awaken them to their lost condition 
and need of a Saviour. 

Yet, through the blessing of God, light 
is entering many a Moslem heart, and 
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numbers are turning to the Lord. The 
evangelism of the Nile Mission Press, the 
Christian and Missionary Alliance, the 
itinerating work of the Nile Boat Mission, 
the educational and evangelistic ministra- 
tions of the American Mission in Egypt, 
the labors of the Egyptian General Mis- 
sion, the North African Mission, and other 
agencies are all being used of God to make 
many breaches in the one-time seemingly 
invulnerable walls of Islam. And as the 
years go on, if our Lord tarry a little 
longer, we may expect to hear of thousands 
coming to Christ in all Mohammedan lands. 
On the other hand, it is not wise to under- 
estimate the power of this sinister system, 
so leag entrenched in Oriental countries 
and holding its devotees in so powerful an 
intellectual bondage. It has recently shown 
signs of renewed proselyting activity, and 
is a force to be reckoned with in the final 
conflict between Christianity and all false 
religious systems. 

The American Church in Jerusalem, the 
headquarters of the Christian and Mission- 
ary Alliance for Palestine and Transjor- 
dania, numbers among its adherents many 
converted Arabs, some of whom are actively 
engaged in giving the Gospel to their peo- 
ple, while evangelists of those known as 
“Brethren” have also been widely used in 
turning many from Mahomet to Christ. 
I mention only groups with which I had 
immediate contact and do not mean to be- 
little any other missions or workers. - My 
stay in Palestine was too brief to permit 
becoming acquainted with all the different 
agencies engaged in the evangelization of 
the Levant. 


CHICAGO. 








A Tribute to Dr. 


A sermon 


preached at a memorial service b 
one of his co-workers in China . 


Jonathan Goforth 


By Pastor Yang 








dam Pay his text Jonathan, Saul’s son, Pastor Yang drew several interesting parallels be- 
tween his experience and that of Dr. Jonathan Goforth. His sermon was sent to the Editor 
by Allan Reoch, a close associate of Dr. Goforth’s. A portion of Mr. Reoch’s letier is 
given; then follows the sermon, as the Chinese pastor himself translated it into English. 


a memorial service for Dr. Goforth 

on October 25th. Pastor Yang 
gave the address and translated the notes 
for his address primarily for Mrs. Goforth. 
I am enclosing a copy which I typed from 
his original translation. I have not made 
any attempt to correct his quaint English 
but send it as he wrote it. 

“It was no easy matter for him to trans- 
late into English, and the whole work was 
a labour of love. . . . It shows what the 
Chinese thought of him. You will notice 
how he refers to him as ‘Our Dr. Goforth” 

“The Toronto Globes which reached 
Szepingkai yesterday [Nov. 1] give the first 
detailed information about Dr. Goforth’s 
death: He was active to the very end and 
passed away in his sleep. How beautiful 
to wake up in Glory. We feel his death 
very deeply here. He was a grand man. 
Much prayer has gone up for Mrs. Go- 
forth.” 


we & HE Newchwang Bible School held 





We do thank God for we could use this 


worship service time to hold the memorial 
service for the Lord’s old and faithful saint, 
Dr. Rev. Jonathan Goforth that just has 
passed away. 

In last week as soon as we got the news 
of his passing away we felt a great im- 
pulse in our heart and immediately we 
proposed to have a special memorial serv- 
ice for him. But friends, you all should 
know that in this service we are not to 
mourn for Dr. Goforth for he has nothing 
in his life that we should mourn for. Our 
purpose is to remember and repeat his 
whole lfe—his spiritual personality and 
ministry. And by repeating his life and 
work to express how we appreciate his 
missionary work, and too for our own edifi- 
cation. May God through this meeting 
greatly enlarge our own missionary vision. 

Dr. Goforth enjoyed his seventy-nin¢ 
years as a long life on this earth before 
he passed away. He was mightily used 
by the Lord our God in his life in the 
mission field. He has labored for the Gos- 
pel sake in the Oriental land both in Ho- 
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nan and in Manchuria for a long period of 
time, about fifty years. So we could say 
that he is not passed away, he is called 
away by the Lord for his age is good and 
old and his days are full (1 Chron. 29: 
28). It is the Lord has ceased his labour 
and work on earth—rewarding him for 
what he has done for the Gospel — receiv- 
ing him in the Father’s bosom, and there 
up in the heavenly home he begins to en- 
joy his blessing and life eternal. There- 
fore, besides, we do feel sympathetic with 
Dr. Mrs. Goforth and feel missed of our 
spiritual helping hand and a great religious 
father in the realm of the Gospel, we do 
not at a bit feel sorry for Dr. Goforth 
himself. He is now in a world that is 
peaceful, joyful, and beautiful beyond our 
thinking. : 

We do have true reasons to remember 
Dr. Goforth in a special service like this. 
We should remember him at the first place 
because he is our dear and close friend in 
the work of Christ, and especially he is 
a sympathetic close friend of our Bible 
School. We remember how he remembered 
our work and helped us with funds. We 
certainly feel missed of him greatly. At 
the second place, because he is a spiritual 
giant in Christ’s Kingdom and a pioneer 
missionary, a revival missionary —a mis- 
sionary veteran. Dr. Goforth as a revival 
missionary I feel we Manchurian Christians 
are all indebted and owe to him. We feel 
greatly missed of him, for his seat is 
empty (1 Sam. 20:18). His seat is too 
important to be empty. At the third place 
we want to remember him because he is 
a personage of “his reality consistent with 
his name.” His name is Jonathan Goforth. 
You will see as you hear me speak in the 
following that Dr. Goforth’s life and real- 
ity is just a picture of his name, Jonathan 
Goforth. 

As I see in the Bible, 1 Samuel 14: 1-23, 
the story of Jonathan going forth for war- 
fare against the Philistines, would be a 
best passage of Scripture to be used to 
explain the life and work of our Rev. Dr. 
Goforth. I found Jonathan here at least 
has seven different attributes in this pas- 
sage of Scripture. 

1. Jonathan’s Going Forth (14: 1-3). I 
am sure it must be a vision of the enemy’s 
oppression and his own people’s miserable- 
ness that gripped Jonathan’s heart and 
stirred up his ambition to go forth to fight 
against the Philistines to save his country. 
I see it is the same with our own Dr. Go- 
forth. It must be a soul-crying vision that 
moved his heart and made him go forth to 
the missionary field (China) —to come 
out to the Orient. His name is Jonathan 
Goforth. As I see, this is the first step 
for him to realize the real meaning of his 
name, when he first came over to China 
(Honan) in the year 1888. _We could all 
recognize that even his whole life is a 
life of “going forth” for the Gospel sake 
and for salvation of souls. He is a real 
apostle for the word apostle just means 
“sent forth” or “go forth.” Blessed be the 
Lord. 

2. Jonathan’s Faith (14:6). It takes 
Jonathan to have a great faith to go out 
to fight the fierce and strong and full- 
armed Philistines at this time. He went 
forth because he got faith in Jehovah God. 
He said, “God makes people to conquer — 
there is no restraint to the Lord to save 











ee eS a 


os 


~ 


iH 


1- 
nt 


ve 








oO: = O OH Ww MD ast OW met i See ee eee le 





Lesson for January 10 


by many or by few.” Carefully read verse 
6. From this point I do see Dr. and Mrs. 
Goforth’s faith, They must have had a 
great faith, otherwise they would not come 
out for the inland (Honan) of China. 
Think of it — fifty years ago how uncivil- 
ized that Inland China is, how superstitious 
it is, how people are so shy and afraid and 
unkind to the white people. The Gospel is 
too unacceptable to the ignorant Chinese 
heart. The Inland China would be the 
most hard place to start to evangelize with. 
But Dr. and Mrs. Goforth had a great 
and strong faith in God. They would say, 
“Through God we will conquer the land 
no matter the circumstances are easy or 
hard.” 


3. Jonathan’s Bravery (14:4, 5, 12). 
Carefully read verses 4, 5, 12. You will 
see how dangerous it is for Jonathan to 
make entrance to the Philistines camp 
through the passage that has a sharp rock 
on its each side. Those sharp rocks I 
conclude they must be strongly fortressed 
by the Philistines. To go through this 
passage as Jonathan did is certainly ex- 
posed to the shots of the enemy from the 
rocks. Jonathan dared to enter in and to 
march onward is surely because he is bold 
and brave. 

I do see our Dr. Jonathan Goforth is 
brave too. I could prove how brave he 
was usually in his mission field by relating 
how boldly and bravely he passed through 
the Boxer’s persecution in year 1900, At 
that year China was filled with fear and 
terror of the Boxer’s rebellion. They 
fiercely and ignorantly tried to persecute 
and sweep out our white missionary friends. 
Dr. Goforth, though twice he got the tele- 
gram from his own Consul that he should 
be away for refuge, but because he loved 
the local Honan Christians he did not like 
to leave them for his own safety. At last, 
because the native Christians urged him 
to leave, he and Mrs. Goforth and with 
their five children began to start from 
Honan to Hankow. When in the way, 
time after time they were looted and lives 
were threatened by the Boxers. The inn 
that they lived in was several times com- 
passed by wicked people. They stoned the 
door of the inn and tried to kill him, but 
they bravely and believingly came through 
these hardships. Once in the way they go, 
several hundreds of Boxers came to as- 
sault them. Dr, Goforth after jumping down 
from the cart, a man with his two hands 
swayed a big blunt sword to Dr. Goforth’s 
neck. And he was blown down flat on the 
ground in blood. For God kept his life, 
he was only wounded on hands and neck. 
Mrs. Goforth thought’ he might be dead, 
but he wasn’t. After the wicked people 
running and shouting away, Dr. Goforth 
by force got up and climbed on the cart 
for the way. 


4. Jonathan’s Sacrifice and Love (14: 13). 
“Jonathan climbed on hands and feet” or 
“crawling” —for salvation of others. We 
can say this is his sacrifice. He sacrificed 
himself for others. Of course this spirit 
and life of sacrifice generated from love. 
A man [who] has love for man will sac- 
rifice for man. It takes love and life of 
sacrifice for our Dr. Goforth to work 
among Chinese both in Honan and in Man- 
churia. Churches established and flocks of 
souls were won for Christ by him within 
his fifty years ministry. Why such mar- 
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velous results? I say it is his Christlike 
love and life of sacrifice have won all of 
them. It takes him to live among the 
Chinese and live like the Chinese and to live 
close and sympathetic with the Chinese in 
order to win Chinese. I am not sure, but 
I hope I am right to say that Dr. Goforth 
might even have had a false queue put on 
the back of his head while he was working 


_among the Chinese in the early part of his 


time. 


5. Jonathan’s Fortitude (14: 14, 23, 45). 
It must be because Jonathan begun to fight 
and kill at first about twenty of the enemy 
that day, but he kept to kill on and on, 
more and more, so the result of it is, “He 
wrought a great salvation in Israel that 
day.” Our Dr. Goforth is a missionary 
veteran of fortitude. He has within ten 
to twenty years made all of his missions in 
Honan to be self-supporting, self-govern- 
ing, and self-propagating and in Manchuria 
(Taonan, Szepingkai) he has done the 
same. Four years ago I heard an address 
by Dr. and Mrs. Goforth at Peiping. One 
instance that related by Mrs. Goforth will 
clearly show the great fortitude of Dr, 
Goforth. It is at a time that the Canadian 
Presbyterian Mission met with a great 
financial depression. Dr. and Mrs. Goforth 
both felt very sorry for this when they 
don’t know what to do, listen what Dr, 
Goforth said: “Even all others want to 
leave we want to go ahead with our works.” 
What a great fortitude he has, you see! 


6. Jonathan’s Revival (14: 21, 22). Read 
these two verses. For Jonathan startéd 
the warfare, all people of Israel were lib- 
erated and revived—those Hebrews who 
formerly surrendered to the enemy and 
those who lived in the mountain caves, 
now all turned back to his own country and 
all came out to fight against the enemy. 
From this we could see Dr. Goforth’s re- 
viving ministry. In year 1908 God’s Holy 
Spirit marvelously used him to set the 
revival fire in Manchuria. It is this revival 
fire that gives and forms a spiritual turn- 
ing point of spiritual warfare for the whole 
Manchurian Church, we could say. After 
he had pulled down the holy revival fire in 
Korea, he was invited to lead revival meet- 
ings at Mukden, Hsin Min, Chinchou, and 
Kuangning, and so many other places. The 
Spirit was poured out and revivals swept 
all over Manchuria throughout the city 
missions and outstations. Revfval started 
among church leaders, lay-Christians, and 
students. 

Souls were saved and added to the 
Church every day. Crying and praying 
and confessing sin with tears and retribu- 
tion making were heard and done every- 
where. ‘The whole full year (1908) is 
called “a revival year.” We thank God 
and we can never forget Dr. Goforth on 
this line. 


7. Jonathan’s Co-Workers (14: 7, 13, 14). 
Jonathan conquered that day also because 
he had an one-minded and same-hearted 
co-worker, the young armour bearer. That 
young man helped him a great deal on that 
day in the warfare. We rejoice for him 
for he got a fellow worker that could say, 
“Behold I am with thee, according to the 
heart” and fought on and killing the enemy 

1One of Dr. Goforth’s missionary associates 


writes that he is not sure ail of the churches 
in Honan are self-supporting. 
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and crawling just as Jonathan did (see 
Vv. 7 13, 14). 

I praise God that Dr. Jonathan Goforth 
could also have the one-hearted fellow 
workers in Honan and in Manchuria like 
Rev. Davis and Rev. Reoch and many 
others are the most precious and of one 
accord co-workers. Dr. Goforth has gone 
to the Father and they are carrying on 
the work as the same. In these recent 
years after Dr. Goforth has gone back the 
homeland we still receive help from him 
and from Rev. Davis and Rev. Reoch. Un- 
doubtedly helps will be received from them, 
for they are the one-hearted and minded 
missionary veterans. And may God greatly 
strengthen and comfort Dr. Mrs. Goforth 
to keep on the holy task of the Lord and 
remember us too. 

Since Dr. Goforth has those all-sided 
attributes we could say by the Scriptures 
(Heb. 11:4): Though he died, but by 
faith ... yet he speak,—he speaks to us 
that we should follow the footsteps of him 
and of the Lord’s. And for he is too good 
to be missed of, we want to say to him as 
David said for Jonathan: “We were dis- 
tressed for you, our Dr. Rev. Jonathan Go- 
forth, very pleasant have you been unto us, 
your love and help are wonderful, passing 
the love, the help of all others” (2 Sam, 
1:26). 


SZEPINGKAI, MANCHURIA. 








Notes from a 
Layman's Greek Testament 
By Ernest Gordon 














A Side Light on the Lesson in This Issue 


ICODEMUS was ruler of the Jews; 

also, as Christ says, not merely a 
master but “the teacher of Israel’ (John 
3:10). This explains why our Lord uses 
the plural in speaking to him. “Ye receive 
not our witness; ye believe not; how 
shall ye believe?” He is speaking to the 
Jewish leaders gathered behind the com- 
manding figure of Nicodemus. Nicodemus 
seems to have stood on a higher plane, 
In the last verse of the preceding chapter 
the writer speaks of the shallow and even 
hypocritical belief of many who listened 
to Christ. Then he says de, “But, — there 
was a man of the Pharisees, named Nico- 
demus,” as if he were of a different type. 

Nicodemus began the conversation with 
a compliment, “We know that thou art a 
teacher come from God,” and indeed it was 
a great compliment. How quickly the Lord 
turned the conversation! He would not 
accept the praise of men. When the young 
ruler said, “Good Master, what shall I do?” 
Christ immediately repudiated the obsequi- 
ous phrase. “We know,” that is the leaders 
of the Jews, “that thou,art a teacher.” 
They realized as little as. the young ruler 
that he was a divine Saviour. Disregard- 
ing the attempted compliment, the Lord 
Jesus went to the heart of salvation, the 
New Birth, the birth anothen, “from above.” 
To their “We know” corresponds the “Ye 
must be born again” of the Lord Jesus’ 
answer, — “ye scribes and elders.” 

When the Herodians said, “Master, we 
know that thou art true, and teachest the 
way of God in truth, neither carest thou 
for any man: for thou regardest not the 
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person of men” (Matt. 22:16), our Lord 
simply replied to this long compliment, 
“Why tempt ye me, hypocrites?” 

’ This refusal of human praise has its 
important bearing on the subject of Christ’s 
deity. His was a deity which so little 
esteemed man’s alleged divinity, that it 
would not even allow men to praise him 
except as God. - 


“Ve were sealed with the holy Spirit 
of promise, which is the earnest of our 
inheritance. ... The eyes of your un- 
derstanding being enlightened; that ye 
may know ... what are the riches of 
the glory of his inheritance in the 
saints” (Eph. 1: 13-18). 


HE earnest (of our inheritance) is a 

pledge which binds a commercial trans- 
action. The presence of the Holy Spirit 
in the Christian heart is that which assures 
one of the inheritance which is coming 
to him in the world of light. The word 
used, arrabon, is an old Phoenician word, 
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the trading word of a materialist and 
heathen race, which. word has been. re- 
deemed to: express the ministry of God’s 
Spirit. The modern Greek word, arrabone, 
means a wedding ring, which is also the 
pledge of an agreement. The Spirit is in a 
way the ring which binds the heavenly 
Bridegroom to his bride, the Church. 

Paul prays for the Ephesians that the 
eyes of their heart, kardias, be opened. 
Which recalls Neander’s “the heart is the 
best theologian.” The will and the affec- 
tions need enlarging quite as much if not 
more than the intellect. 

Paul speaks of two inheritances, in verse 
14 our inheritance in glory, the hope of 
our calling, and secondly, “the glory of his 
inheritance in the saints.” Here is the 
reason why the eyes of our heart should 
be Gpened: Our love and gratitude should 
be stimulated by the remembrance of what 
Christ has suffered to obtain for us an 
inheritance, and by the realization of what 
we can return to him by increasing and 
enriching his inheritance in the saints. 








Reading the Bible Through This Year 


What happened in Carol Lee's Bible class— 
based on an experience of this past year 


By Josephine Owen 














HEN Carol swallowed a laugh she 
W invariably choked. Bob glanced up 

from his figuring suspiciously; he 
knew the signs. 

“Mrs. Lee, one more sound from you 
and you can work your own mathematics. 
If you think it’s a ‘cinch to figure out just 
where three and one-seventh pages come 
when you start with the thirty-fifth verse 
of the seventh chapter of —” 

“It wasn’t that, Bob, only you do look 
so’ funny scratching away on those frac- 
tions with your Bible under your elbow. 
I wonder what a person who didn’t know 
what you are doing would think.” 

It had been Carol’s idea in the beginning, 
arid yet she wasn’t sure it was really her 
idea at all. One thing just led to another. 
Bob first heard of it the evening after she 
had called on old Mr. Payton. 

“He’s that returned missionary from 
China. Do you remember him, Bob?” 

Bob nodded. 

“He had read the Bible through forty 
times in forty years. What’s more, he 
told us how he did it.” 

“Humph! Four chapters in the Old and 
one in the New Testament each day. Noth- 
ing so remarkable about that.” 

“Wrong as usual,” laughed his wife, “just 
wait until I tell you.” So it all ended up 
with Bob finishing Carol’s arithmetic while 
she put away the supper dishes. Half an 
hour later Car@l once more was. telling 
the story of Mr. Payton, this time to a 
carefully selected group of guests. 

“But the thing that impressed me most 
was the plan he used, so simple and —” 

“Simple, did you say?” Bob had ap- 
peared in the doorway. “Carol can talk 
about a thing being easy when her better 
half does the hard part.” To prove what 





1 Hudson Taylor actually did this, though the 
missionary of this story was of course not Hud- 
son Taylor. 


-he said Bob displayed the pages covered 
with his Biblical fractions. 

“Bob is just trying to convince himself 
that he’s very necessary around here,” 
Carol laughed, enjoying Bob’s fun as much 
as the others. After a moment she went 
on with her story. 

“Mr. Payton confessed that as a young 
man most of his Bible reading had been 
like some folks’ typewriting, the hunt and 
peck system—a taste here and a nibble 
there.” 

The knowing looks which were ex- 
changed suggested that others present had 
passed through a similar experience. 

“He wanted to know the Bible as a 
whole and felt the need for systematic 
planning of his daily reading. He decided 
to divide his Bible into 365 equal parts 
and read one part each day. When he 
worked it out he found he was to read only 
a little over three pages a day.” 

“Of all things!” a Junior teacher ex- 
claimed, “I thought it would take at least 
double that.” 

“But how would one know how far to 
read?” inquired another. “That seems a 
bit indefinite to me.” 

“That’s where I come in,” explained Bob. 
“All these calculations I’ve been making 
were just to solve that problem. See this 
little calendar? I'll pass it around. You'll 
see that on each date is a reference. That 
is where the reading ends for that day. 
Each day’s reading as far as possible stops 
with a natural break in the thought. You 
see that January Ist stops with the end 
of the fourth chapter of Genesis and so on.” 
(The tist of readings for the year will be 
found on page 882 of this issue.) 

As the calendar was passed from hand 
to hand Carol volunteered an explanation. 
“Now you know why Bob and I asked you 
all to come over tonight. We both felt 
that this plan for systematic Bible reading 
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would prove such a blessing that we wanted 
to share it with others we know would 
be interested.” 

“But that’s not all the story yet,” Bob 
added, “Mr. Payton said that he was so 
richly blessed while following this reading 
schedule that he has never since used any 
other method for his daily devotional study. 
As a result he has read his Bible through 
forty times in the past forty years.” 

“May I make a statement for the entire 
group present tonight?” Mr, Haynes, the 
Bible school superintendent was speaking. 
He continued: “I feel. sure that such a 
plan for Bible study could not but lead 
us into a deeper spiritual life. Too, I want 
to add that I believe that Mr. and Mrs. 
Lee were definitely guided in having us 
meet here tonight. I for one plan to read 
my Bible through in 1937 in just this way.” 

Of one accord the others voiced a like 
intention. 

“Well, if you want to we could begin to 
‘date’ our Bibles tonight;’ Bob suggested. 

“We could what?” 

“You see, that’s what Bob and I call 
it,” Carol explained. “We thought we 
would write the dates in the margins of 
our Bibles and in that way mark each 
reading. Do you all have pencils?” 

The following three-quarters of an hour 
was a busy one, with Bob reading the refer- 
ences aloud, while the pages of half a dozen 
Bibles were quickly turned and dated. 

Carol looked up as the clock struck nine. 
“What do you think of coming back an- 
other time to finish this dating? These 
figures are beginning to dance, I’ve looked 
at them so steadily.” 

“Before we go, may I offer another sug- 
gestion?” Mr. Haynes asked, “I believe 
the fact that we are each one reading the 
same Scripture portion each day will bind 
us into a deeper Christian fellowship. We 
might find a further step helpful. In our 
readings we shall receive individual bless- 
ings from certain passages and verses. 
Then probably some questions and difficul- 
ties will arise. What would you all think 
of setting apart an hour a week. to meet 
together that we may share each other’s 
blessings and help solve each other’s prob- 
lems ?” 

There was a unanimous-murmur of ap- 
proval. 

“Also, I imagine some of the Bible 
scholars and teachers of our community 
would be glad to meet with us at different 
times to guide our study group.” 

While the visitors were putting on their 
wraps, Bob’s and Carol’s invitation to meet 
in their home every Thursday of the com- 
ing year was gratefully accepted. 

After the last farewells Bob turned to 
his wife, who stood quietly beside him, 

“Carol, God has greatly blessed us both 
tonight. Let us kneel and thank him that 
he has found our home worthy of helping 
to spread the knowledge of his blessed 

Word.” 

As Carol knelt with Bob, and listened 
while he voiced their thanksgiving and 
praise, she seemed to see a vision of the 
host whose souls would be saved and whose 
lives would be blessed because their home 
had welcomed the heavenly Guest. 


Jounson City, TENN. 


CuristiAN YoutH is the Times weekly 
paper for young people. 
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LESSON 2. JANUARY 10. NEW LIFE IN CHRIST 


International Uniform Lesson.— John 2:1 to 3: 36; printed text, John 3:1-17 

















Golden Text.—Verily, verily, | say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.—John 3:3 





The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee 
or printing in the lesson helps is John 3 : 1-17 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


John 3:1 There was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, 
a ruler of the Jews: 

2 The same came to Jesus by night, and said unto him, Rabbi, 
we know that thou art a teacher come from God: for no man can 
do these miracles that thou doest, except God be with him. 

3 Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto 
thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. 

4 Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man be born when he 
is old? can he enter the second time into his. mother’s womb, and 
be born? 

5 Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man 
os are of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom 
re) 

6 Crlrat which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which 
is born of the Spirit is spirit. 

7 Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again. 

8 The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound 
thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: 
so is every one that is born of the Spirit. 

9 Nicodemus answered and said unto him, How can these things 


10 Jesus answered and said unto him, Art thou a master of 
Israel, and knowest not these things? 

II Verily, verily, I say unto thee, We speak that we do know, 
and testify that we have seen; and ye receive not our witness. 

12 If I have told you earthly things, and ye believe not, how 
shail ye believe, if I tell you of heavenly things? - 

13 And no man hath ascended up to heaven, but he that came 
down from heaven, even the Son of man which is in heaven. 

14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even 
so must the Son of man be lifted up: 

15 That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have 
eternal life. 

16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life. 

17 For God sent not his Sen into the world to condemn the 
world ; but that the world through him might be saved. 


& % 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


John 3:1 Now there was a man of the Pharisees, named Nico- 
demus, a ruler of the Jews: 2 the same came unto him by night, 
and said to him, Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher come 
from God; for no one can do these signs that thou doest, except God 
be with him. 3 Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, 
I say unto thee, Except one be born * anew, he cannot see the king- 
dom of God. 4 Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man be 
born when he is old? can he enter a second time into his mother’s 
womb, and be born? 5 Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto 
thee, Except one be born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter 
into the kingdom of God.’ 6 That which is born of the flesh is 
flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Marvel not 
that I said unto thee, Ye must be born tanew. 8 ® The wind bloweth 
where it will, and thou hearest the voice thereof, but knowest not 
whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is every one that is born 
of the Spirit. 9 Nicodemus answered and said unto him, How can 
these things be? 10 Jesus answered and said unto him, Art thou 
the teacher of Israel, and understandest not these things? 11 Verily, 
verily, I say unto thee, We speak that which we know, and bear 
witness of that which we have seen; and ye receive not our wit- 
ness. 12 If I told you earthly things and ye believe not, how shall 
ye believe if I tell you heavenly things? 13 And no one hath 
ascended into heaven, but he that descended out of heaven, even the 
Son of man, * who is in heaven. 14 And as Moses lifted up the 
serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted 
up; 15 that whosoever * believeth may in him have eternal life. 

16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth on ‘him should not perish, but have 
eternal life. 17 For God sent not the Son into the world to judge 
the world; but. that the world should be saved through him. 

1Or, from above. *Or, The Spirit breatheth. * Many ancient 
en omit, who is in heaven. *Or, believeth in him may 
ave. 
The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform Sunday 
School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the International 
Council of Religious Education and used by permission, 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By Robert C. McQuilkin, D.D. = + 
President Columbia Bible College 


Approach to the Lesson 


OODY, America’s mighty messen- 
M ger of God’s love, used to say he 

was glad it was to Nicodemus that 
the Lord declared, “Ye must be born again.” 
Had he said it to the Samaritan woman, 
we might have thought that moral religious 
people did not need the new birth. But 
what God spoke to Nicodemus he spoke 
to every man and woman of the human 
race. It is fitting that that first recorded 
discourse of our Lord’s ministry should 
form the greatest salvation chapter in the 
Bible. There is a startling parallel between 
the seventeen verses of this lesson in the 
third chapter of John, and the eighteen 
verses of the last lesson in the first chap- 
ter. He who is revealed in that first chap- 
ter, the Word of God sent from the Father, 
the Light to lighten every man, the Life 
to all who believe, coming to his own peo- 
ple Israel, who received him not, — this 
wonderful Saviour is the one who himself 
speaks to us in the third chapter. We be- 
hold his glory. He brings the message of 
the light of life, and opens the door to 
Heaven through the new birth. ° The only 
begotten Son of God revealed the Father 
to this ruler of Israel, the one man from 


the Council who came to see him. But to 
us also he reveals the Father, and the Life. 


The Historical Setting 


The interview with Nicodemus took place 
during the Passover, April, A. D. 27. This 
was the first of the famous passovers in 
the life of our Lord (Johr 2: 13, 23). The 
first miracle in Cana of Galilee took place 
shortly after the temptation, several months 
before the Passover. 

Verse by Verse 

John 3:1.—There was a man of the 
Pharisees. One of the men who believed 
in Christ because of the miracles, but did 
not have saving faith (2: 23-25; 3: 11, 12). 
A ruler of the Jews. A member of the 
Sanhedrin or Council, consisting of sev- 
enty elders and the high priest. Nicodemus 
is mentioned only in John’ (7:50; 19: 39). 

Verse 2.—Came to Jesus by night. By 
night because of fear of the Jews (cf. 12: 
42, 43). Yet by the grace of God he 
came, the only one of the Council who did. 


Verse 3.—Except a man be born again. 
The word means born “from above,” as 
in other places where John uses it (3: 
31; 19:11). One born from above, or 
born anew, is “born again” (1 Pet. 1: 3, 
23; Jas. 1:18). Cannot see the kingdom 
of God. To see means to experience, or 
“enter into” (cf. “see death” in 8:51). 


Verse 5.—Born of water and of the 


Spirit. A clear exposition of John 3:5 is 


given in Titus 3:5 “he saved us, by the 


washing of regeneration, and renewing of 
the Holy Ghost” (cf. Psa. 51: 10). “Water” 
was a very familiar symbol for spiritual 
cleansing, and signified the miracle of re- 
generation (Ezek. 36: 25-27). 


Verse 8.—The wind bloweth. The word 
“wind,” or breath, in the Greek, is the 
same as spirit. As we cannet explain the 
movings of the wind, but can experience the 
results and adjust our lives to them, so 
with the mystery of being born of the 
Spirit. Born of the Spirit. The same as 
“born... of God” (John 1: 13). The Holy 
Spirit is God. 

Verse 10.—Art thou a master of Israel, 
and knowest not these things? New birth 
is an Old Testament revelation, and Nico- 
demus should have known its teaching about 
cleansing and the new heart (Ezek. 36: 
25-27). 

Verse 12.—Earthly things .. . heavenly 
things. Nicodemus was responsible for ac- 
cepting Christ, believing him, and being 
born of the Spirit before he could go on 
to understand the heavenly mysteries ; some 
of these are revealed by the Spirit; in 
their fullness they go beyond human under- 
standing (Eph. 1:3, 20; 3: 10; 6:12). 


Verse 13.—No man hath ascended up to 
heaven, but he that came down from heaven. 
No one has gone to Heaven to understand 
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these mysteries except the One who was 
there and descended. In another sense, 
Enoch and Elijah ascended into Heaven 
(Gen. 5:24; 2 Kings 2:11). The Son of 
man which is in heaven. Even while on 
earth as man, God the Son was not con- 
fined to the human body; the word sug- 
gests the mystery of the seen and the un- 
seen world, and the mystery of the divine- 
human Person. 


Verse 14.—The serpent in the wilderness. 
As the dying Israelites were saved by look- 
ing at the brazen serpent, made like the 
fiery serpents which had bitten them, so 
the sinless Saviour was made sin for us 
sinners, and we are saved by a look at the 
crucified One (Num. 21: 4-9; John 12: 32, 
33). 

Verse 16.—For. Only John 3:16 could 
adequately explain the amazing revelation 
of verses 14 and 15. God so loved. God's 
“so” and God’s “love” do indeed pass our 
knowledge (Eph. 3:19). The world. An 
amazing thing about God’s love is that 
it goes out to undeserving sinners, and 
not to the elect only, but to all men (Rom. 
5:8; Eph. 2:4, 5; 1 John 4:10). That he 
gave his only begotten Son. God gave him 
to be lifted up on the cross (v. 14). God’s 
“gift” is the measure of God’s “love,” and 
also the revelation of that love (1 John 
3:16). That whosoever believeth in him. 
Believing is receiving the gift, and therefore 
a necessary condition, though not the 
ground of our salvation. Should not perish, 
but have everlasting life. Eternal life and 
everlasting death are parallel realities. 
Eternal life means the life of the eternal 
God, which is: in his Son (1 John 1:2; 
S22, 12). 


His Bones of ho Loc 


The Son of God carne down from above, 
in order that we might be born “from 
above” (John 3:31). He came from the 
bosom of the Father down into the depths 
of infinite suffering in order that he might 
take us into the fellowship of the Father’s 
love. John 3:16 explains why he did it, 
how he did it, and how we may receive all 
that he came to give. Our Lord’s first 
salvation sermon, with John 3:16 as the 
text, presents life and light and liberty, 
over against the background of death and 
darkness and destruction. He came to 
those who were dead to give them life, to 
those who were in darkness to bring them 
light, and to those who were facing eternal 
destruction to give them liberty of the sons 
of God. But to win the eternal life, he 
himself must suffer death and darkness 
and destruction. Christ is the life; apart 
from him, there is no life, but only perish- 
ing. New life in Christ is the only life 
there is. We choose between that life, and 
death. We choose God’s wrath abiding 
on us, or God’s Son abiding in us. Truly 
salvation is much more than deliverance 
from sin and wrath! (Rom, 5: 20.) 


Lesson Outlines 
Gon’s Love Girt or Lire 

1, The Saviour sent from above. | 

2. The Saviour lifted up on the cross 
to die. 

3. The Saviour received into the heart of 
those bora from above. 

* Loox anv Live! 


1. Eternal life— possible only through 
the crucified Son of God (John 3: 14, 15). 


THE SUNDAY. SCHOOL TIMES 


Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 

Lessons the year may be Roe from The 

Sunday School Times Com , 325 North 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia,’ at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


2. January 16.—New Life in Christ. 
John 2:1 to 33:36 
3. January 17.—Jesus the Water of Life. 
John 4 : 1-54 
4. January 24.—Two Miracles of Mercy. 
John 5:1 to 6:91 
5. January 31.—The Financial Cost of Al- 
coholic Beverages (The Economic Ap- 
proach to the Liquor Problem). 
Proverbs 21 : 17; 23:20, 21; Matthew 
24: 45-51; John 6: 26, 27, 35 
6. February 7.—Jesus the Light of the 
Li, Be errr er John 7:1 to 9:41 
7. February 14.—Jesus the Good Shepherd. 
John 10 : 1-42 
8. February 21.—The Power of Jesus Over 
TRU as 6 choaweescacetin John 11:1 to 12:11 
9. February 28.—The New Commandment. 
John 12:12 to 13:38 
10, March 7.—Life Here and Hereafter 
Through Christ ........ John 14:1 to 15:27 








2. Eternal life— possible only by being 
bern of the Spirit (3:3, 5, 8). 

3. Eternal life — possible only by believ- 
ing (3:16, 36). 


APPLYING THE PURPOSE VERSE 
(John 20: 31) 

1. How- does the lesson passage reveal 
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God? 
(2:24, 25; 3:2, 11, 14-18.) 2. What 
does it reveal concerning eternal life? (3: 
3-16.) 3. How does it show the meaning 
of believing unto life? (2: 23-25; 3: 11, 12, 
14-21.) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

The First Miracle. The miracles in 
John are called “signs,” and each physical 
miracle points to a greater spiritual mir- 
acle. When the water was changed to 
wine, the Lord Jesus was revealed as the 
Son of man, taking his place amid the so- 
cial joys of men, and was revealed also as 
God the creator. The quickening of the 
water into wine points to the life that the 
Holy Spirit is to bring to men, transforming 
the commonplace things of everyday life, 
making them glow with Christ’s glory. 

Eternal Punishment. It is no accident 
that in the great love verse there should 
be the terrible word “perish.” This word 
in Scripture never means to be annihilated. 
When men love darkness rather than light, 
they choose for themselves. death, or eter- 
nal. separation from God. The great salva- 
tion chapter closes with a statement that 
those who do not receive the Son have 
the wrath of God abiding on them. 


Fractical and Personal Applications 


“Ye must be born again.” Yet multi- 
tudes. are resting on their church member- 
ship, their good works, their family, their 
baptism, their religion. 

' Nicodemus needed to be saved. Let us 
seek to win the moral, respectable men, 


and the church members who have never 
been saved. 

Three elements of saving faith. Saving 
faith includes: 
of the truth about Jesus. 
my heart that I am a lost sinner. 3. Com- 
mitted in my will to personal ‘trust in 
Christ.” 

Are your pupils sure of their salvation? 
Ask them. Then have those who really 


“zy, Convinced in my mind 
2. Convicted in ; 
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want Christ, face John 3: 36, with its defi- 
nite choice between believing or not be- 
lieving; if they believe they have eternal 
life; God said so. 

What about our foreign missionary zeal 
and passion? The great salvation chapter, 
John three, is also a great missionary chap- 
ter. It proclaims a lost world, in the dark- 
ness of sin, a God who loved the world, 
and a Saviour who died for that world. 


Have we left all to follow Christ? Let 
us not hesitate. Let us not put it off as 
Nicodemus did. 

Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 

True life is in only one place—in God; 
to have life we must have him. 

When God planned to give men. eternal 
life, there was only one way that he could 


do it: he must send his Son, who is the ~ 


Life. 

God knew what was in man (John 2: 
24, 25); that is why he said, “There is 
none that doeth good” (Rom. 3:12). 

Eternal life is a present possession: he 
that believeth on the Son hath (John 3: 
36). 

There are two classes of men: those who 
believe, and those who believe not (John 
3:36); every man may know to which 
class he belongs. 

The Golden Text of salvation is John 
3: 16. 

There is a great challenge to those who 
accept John 3: 16; it is found in First John 
3: 16. 

The greatest love chapter in the Bible 
closes with the words: “the wrath of God 
abideth on him”; because God is love, he 
is also..faithful. 

It is ours to believe, and to leave to God 
the miracle of the new. birth. 

John 3:16, greatest verse in the Bible, 
was first spoken to one man, and ever after 
to “whosoever.” 

Corumaia, S. C. 


Questions for Teachad and Class. 


The method of providing these questions is. 


an unusual one, accounts for their vari- 
ety, stimulus, and co members. of Th They 
are written by three members of The Sun- 
day School Times staff, —Dr. 

Mrs. Low, and Mr. Smith. Haven you 
assigning some of the questions to different 
members of your class, letting them see 
whether they can discover the answers a¢ 

given on a later page of this issue?. 


Wiki three great facts are revealed 
about eternal life in the third chapter 
of John? 
2. Was Nicodemus saved as the result of 
the interview with the Lord? If not, do you 
think that he was saved later? 





3. Why do you think that Nicodemus came 


“by night’? 

4. When does eternal life begin? 

3- How did the brazen serpent typify Cal- 
vary? 

6. Is the new life in Christ a reformation? 

7. What is the condition of the new birth? 

8. What is the first recorded word from 
the Lord himself that prophesied his death 
and resurrection ? 

9. What is the first word in the Gospel of 
John, that céntains a prophecy that Christ is 
to die for sin? 

10. What does the third chapter oe 


reveal concerning the Person 
Jesus 


Answers to the Questions 
The answers to the lesson questions are given 
on page 879 in this issue. 


—=— = 
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Lesson for January 10 


The Illustration Round Table 


LI, readers are invited to send illustrations 

for this department; one dollar is paid for 

each illustration accepted, and two dollars 
for the best ome each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


that portion of the lesson 


lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 


limit to six the total for any one lesson. 


Have You the Passport ?—Exrcept a man 
be born again, he cannot see the kingdom 
of God (Golden Text). Pilgrims need 
passports. For many years they have been 
required of travelers entering most coun- 
tries, and it never has been possible to 
go from earth to Heaven without one. A 
passport is “a document issued by the gov- 
ernment of a country to one of its citizens 
or subjects, certifying to his nationality.” 
During his many years of service in Bel- 
gium, Ralph Norton kept his American 
citizenship by renewing his passport at 
regular intervals. It is a striking fact that 
this document, so important to Mr. Norton 


on earth, expired on the day of his opera- 


tion last August. But it was fast losing 
its value in his eyes, for he was no longer 
“mindful of. that country from whence he 
came out,” and his face was turned eagerly 
toward “a better country, that is, an 
heavenly.” Long before he ever needed 


c 


aman be born againhe 


‘Cannot see the kingdom of God” A 
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an American passport he had, by faith, 
and “without money and without price,” 
obtained his passport to that Better Coun- 
try, which never needed to be renewed; and 
for many years he had been able to say, 
“My ‘citizenship is in heaven.’” He had 
“boldness to enter into the holiest by the 
blood of Jesus, by a new and living way, 
which he hath consecrated for us, through 
the veil; that is to say, his flesh” (Heb. 
10: 19, 20). A few weeks after his opera- 
tion, Mr. Norton, bearing his passport 
signed by the Sovereign of his own Home- 
land, triumphantly crossed the Frontier.— 
From The Sunday School Times. Sent 
by Ruth B. McDowell, Mooers, N. Y. 
Prize illustration, 


The Queen’s Prayer.—Ye must be born 
again (John 3:7). Many years ago there 
lived on the Osborne House Estate an old 
lady, one of the late Queen’s pensioners, 
who had a niece in a business house at 
Cowes. One day this niece went to her 
aunt’s cottage to tea, and during the after- 
noon Her Majesty Queen Victoria walked 
in and remained some time, knitting and 
chatting with the old lady, and also had 
tea with them. After tea Her Majesty 
said, “Now I will read a few verses from 
the fourteenth of John.” Then, looking 
very kindly at the young girl, she said, 
“I wonder whether you are a Christian, 
my dear?” “Oh, yes, your Majesty,” re- 
plied the girl. “How do you know you 
are?” asked the Queen. The reply was, 
“Because I’ve been christened and _ con- 
firmed.” The Queen: made no answer, but 
gently said, “Now we will have a. few 
words of prayer.” Her Majesty then 











Norz Loti (Loti is his nom de plume and is South Sea Island for “‘rose’’) 
is an example of utter biankness of life apart from Christ. 


The picture shows him plucking the 


of his /ofi. He is said to have been fond of cats, hence the one labeled “despair.” 
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prayed, and in her prayer she said, “Lord, 
open the eyes of this dear young girl, and 
show her that without a change of heart 
she can never become a true Christian; 
and show her that no outward observances 
can in any wise save her soul.” When the 
girl related this incident, she. remarked, 
“Well, I have many times sung, ‘God save 
the Queen,’ but I never dreamed that I 
should hear the Queen pray to God to save 
me,” The prayer was abundantly answered 
about a year afte: ward when this girl was 
converted and greatly used as a soul-win- 
ner.—From The Dawn. Sent by T. D., 
Gehret, Easton, Pa. 


Dining Room and Church.—Nicodemus 
answered and said unto him, How can these 
things be? (v. 9). Did you ever raise a 
radish? You put a small black seed into 
the black soil, and in a little while you 
return to the garden and find the full- 
grown radish, The top is green, the body 
white and almost transparent, and the skin 
a delicate red*or pink. What mysterious 
power reaches out and gathers from the 
ground the particles which give it form and 
size and flavor? Whose is the invisible 
brush that transfers to the root, growing 
in darkness, the hues of the summer sun- 
set? If we were to refuse to eat anything 
until we could understand the mystery of 
its creation we would die of starvation — 
but mystery, it seems, never bothers us in 
the dining room; it is only in the church 
that it causes us to hesitate—From Moody 
Monthly, Sent by Howard M. Green, Hor- 
nell, N.Y. 


Where Were You Born?—Ari thou a 
master of Israel, and knowest not these 
things? (v. 10.) Mr. Summerfield, an 
American preacher, beirig- asked by a doc- 
tor of divinity, ‘Where were you born?” 
“I was born,” said he, “in Dublin and 
Liverpool.” “How can that be?” inquired 
the D.D. Mr. Summerfield paused a mo- 
ment, and then said: “Art thou a master 
of Israel and wnderstandest not these 
things?” Where were you born, and born 
again?—From “rtooo Tales Worth Telling.” 
Sent by Emily McFarland, Newark, Ohio. 


Short, but Perfect.—lor God so loved 
the world, that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life (v. 
16). A lad tried to preach on John 3: 16 
one day. He divided his text into four 
heads: 1. God loved. 2. God gave. 3. I 
believe. 4. I have. Can you make a better 
division than that?—From H. A. Ironside. 
Sent by E. M. James, Toronto, Ont., Can. 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, we 
realize in part on this day of high privilege, 
that we are studying a lesson that is the very 
heart of the Gospel. We so greatly need new 
life. We cannot attain unto that new life by 
our effort, but we enter it only by the way 
which the Lord Jesus pointed out to Nico- 
demus. We ask thee to. work in every one of 
‘us not yet following thee, the beginnings of 
that new life which thou dost promise to the 
believer. May we put aside argument, and the 
love of the world, and other barriers that stand 
between thee and ourselves and accept in its 
fullness the salvation that thou dost offer. May 
we not be unwilling to hear thy voice, and to 
obey thee, and may we realize how dull and 
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unseeing we shall be until we say “Yes” to 
the Lord Jesus. We ask this in his light- 
giving and life-giving name. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—It was hard for 
Nicodemus to realize the need of a new 
life. Men are so likely to think of them- 
selves as quite equal to the life that now 
is, without thinking of the wonderful priv- 
ileges that are offered to them in Christ 
for their acceptance before they really know 
what life is. Simple belief in the Lord Jesus 
Christ who gave himself for us is the door 
into the joys and the blessings of that life 
which he offers—the marvelous eternal 
life. How very dull and stupid we are, 
even if we have been highly educated in 
the schools, when we try to see what we 
cannot see from one side of the beautiful 
stained glass window, but which we could 
see if we just got on the other side of it, 
and let the light shine through! In the 
nineteenth verse of the chapter which we 
have been studying today, we are told 
what the real difficulty is with so many of 
us. The trouble is that light. has come into 
the world, and men loved darkness rather 
than light because their deeds were evil. 
Do you want the light? Do you want 
the new life, or do you prefer a kind of 
twilight in your doings, in your beliefs? 
In these days folks seem so well content to 
find their way with parking lights instead of 
using the full flood’ of light ready for use in 
the dark roads! Why not have the clear, 
full light that comes through believing and 
trusting the Lord Jesus? Shall we repeat 
together John 3:16? Will the pastor lead 
us in prayer for any here who have not 
accepted the Lord Jesus Christ? Let us 
pray. 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The New Kind of Man.—Ezcept a man 
be born again (John 3:3). This is a hard 
lesson for many a Sunday school scholar 
to get hold of. Here is how I have been 
handling it for many years: 

I take with me a little plant, roots and 
ali, dug from the roadside. This is full 
of life, as its freshness bears evidence. The 
“dirt’’ about its roots, my magnifying glass 
discloses, is made up of a great number of 
small, irregular “stones.” No life in them. 
Deadest of all dead things. 

Yet in some mysterious way these little 

-roots reach down and touch these dead 
“stones” and the dead stones are “born” 
into the leaves and flowers that make the 
living plant. The dead silica, lime, potash, 
iron, etc., now live. 

Now above the man life is the spiritual 
life, the Christ life. Christ reaches down 
in a mysterious way and touches our life 
of flesh, and we are born again from above. 

Who recognizes the “stony” bum in the 
flowering and fruit-bearing, born-again 
evangelist? (2 Cor. 5:7; Rev. 21: 5.) 


Pedigrees.— That which is born of the 
flesh is flesh; and that which is born of 
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the Spirit is spirit (v. 6). Grandfather 
Hance of Bordentown and Uncle George 
Hance of Shrewsbury were two very suc- 
cessful farmers of New Jersey. It was 
considered a great chance to get a job with 
the Hance “boys.” 

Before Grandfather or Uncle George 
would hire a hand, they never asked much 
about the man, but did make diligent in- 
quiry as to his family. “What kind of 
folks were his forebears?” 

Grandfather would say, “When you buy 
a horse or a cow or even a dog, you look 
into his pedigree, don’t you? Why not 
look into the ancestry of the man to whom 
you must intrust the care of all the horses 
and cows and sheep and pigs and poultry, 
and ail the live stock on the farm?” 

Wise old William Hance! (I am named 
for him.) He knew that which is born 
of flesh is flesh. That which is born of 
the lazy and careless is apt to be worth- 
less. 

“But no-good fathers often have good- 
doing children with their mother’s blood 
in them.” Yes, I knew you might say just 
that, so your attention is called to the last 
half of the text. If old Jake Boozer’s boy 
belonged to church, and Jake, before John 
Barleycorn got him, had been half decent, 
this counted in the “hired hand’s” favor 
and would get the coveted job with “Old 
Billy Hance.” 

It was usually a job from which only his 
own death or that of a rich relation could 
separate him, for in the farming world it 
was sort of a distinction to be one of 
“Billy Hance’s hands.” Just as it has been 
in recent times on some of the Western 
ranches. 

For years I have been telling my men 
that as they build up Christian character 
by church attendance and Bible study they 
are accumulating a spiritual fortune for 
their children that may serve them in 
greater stead than any material wealth 
(Gal. 5: 19-23; Eph. 5:9). 


God’s ‘“Bathysphere.”—For God _ so 
loved the world (v. 16). The world has 
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never been able to appreciate or fathom 
this love of God. Dr. Beebe, the undersea 
explorer, has been furnished at a cost of 
$25,000 a great steel ball about four feet 
in diameter, by the Zoological Society of 
New York for exploring great depths of 
the sea. 

This globe holds two men. Has windows 
of great thickness and is provided with 
telephone connection to the surface. Here 
Beebe’s -secretary sits with her notebook 
and puts down the observations. 

If the ball is let down half a mile the 
pressure upon it is about 1,000 pounds to 
the square inch. So the windows have to 
be made of great blocks of pure crystal 
as clear as spring water. 

Wonderful things are discovered at the 
great depths possible to explore in this 
way. This famous “John three sixteen” is 
the great “bathysphere” that God has pro- 
vided us to go away down, down, into his 
infinite love for the “whosoever” among 
men, And what wonderful discoveries we 
have made! (Mal. 3:17; Rom. 8:31, 32, 
39.) 

The blatant atheist stands up, shakes his 
fist at God, and cries, “If you are God I 
dare you to strike me dead!” And he goes 
away ridiculing “the poor befooled Chris- 
tians !” 

A great Russian group of Communists 
ridicule and defy God, and Russia is not 


scourged by disease or catastrophe off the 


face of the earth. Both individually and 
in the mass men are tolerated, until God’s 
good time. Why? For God so loved the 
world! 

Some of God’s most efficient servants 
started out in life hating and cursing God 
and wound up loving and preaching his 
Gospel. 

Never forget God has his paydays. They 
are not weekly, monthly, nor yearly. The 


“pay” is drawn out of his bank of infinite’ 


love when God’s own time comes for the 
pay-off. 


COATESVILLE, Pa. 








The Golden Text in Song 





John 3:3 
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pectus will be sent upon request, to Robert Harkness, P. O. Box 204, South Pasadena, California. 








Lesson for January 10 


Say; Fellows,— — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





« How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: Mystery. 

Discussion: Compare the mysteries of 
nature with the mysteries of the spiritual 
realm. God is the creator of both and has 
shown us clearly how to deal with them. 


Objective: Being born again. 











AY, fellows, be grateful to God for the 

mystery in this lesson—the mystery 
of “the second birth.” Be grateful to God 
that in his infinite wisdom he has arranged 
for your joy something too wonderful and 
too great for your finite mind to under- 
stand, But baffling as this mystery may 
be to the understanding of keenest minds, 
God has made it possible for even the sim- 
ple and ignorant to appropriate it. 

William Jennings Bryan, looking at a 
watermelon seed, called atterition to the 
marvelous way in which it had done “the 
impossible.” Under the influence of sun- 
shine and shower the little seed had taken 
off its coat and gone to work; “it had 
gathered from somewhere 200,000 times its 
own weight, and forced that enormous 
weight through a tiny stem and built a 
watermelon. On the outside it had put a 
covering of green, within that a rind of 
white, and within that a core of red; and 
then it had scattered through the red, little 
seeds, each one capable of doing the same 
work over again. What architect drew 
the plan? Where did that little seed get 
its tremendous strength? Where did it 
find its flavoring extract and its coloring 
matter? How did it build a watermelon? 
Until you can explain a watermelon, do 
not be too sure you can set limits to the 
power of the Almighty, or tell just what 
He would do, or how he would do it. 
The most learned man in the world cannot 
explain a watermelon, but the most igno- 
rant man can eat a watermelon and enjoy 
it!” 

Fellows, there are mysteries in God’s 
Word which are not explained, but the 
Word does something better than explain: 
the Word plainly tells how to deal with the 
mystery. The Word tells us to accept it; 
just to have faith and believe it, and appro- 
priate it. When we do that, and only when 
we do that, we get its blessing and realize 
its truth. “As many as received him, to 
them gave he the power to become the 
sons of God, even to them that believe on 
his name” (John 1:12). Jesus said, “I am 
the bread of life” (John 6:35). This is an 
illuminating figure. It is only by eating 
(accepting; appropriating) bread that we 
can get its benefit. When we eat bread 
it gives us strength—physical life and 
health. We would be very foolish to re- 
fuse bread because there is a deep and 
unsolvable mystery in the grain of wheat, 
how the germ of life lies inactive in it 
until, falling into the ground, it sends forth 
a shoot of green and grows into a stem 
reproducing itself many times. No scien- 
tist can explain that; but we accept the 
wheat bread as a staff of life, and eat it 
gladly. We might hold a loaf of bread in 
our hand and starve to death. It must 
be taken into our system to preserve life. 
We might hold God’s Word in our hands, 
even acknowledging its truth (“the devils 
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also believe, and tremble’ — Jas. 2:19), 
but if we do not accept the living Word, 
Jesus Christ, as our Saviour, we, being 
dead spiritually, will never know what spir- 
itual life is— and the spiritual life is the 
life of never-ending joy. 

If you are already saved yourself, this 
is to help you to show some other fellow 
how to be saved. 


Los ANGELES, CALIF, 
wg 


This Week's Questions Answered 
(On the lemon for Janvary 10) 


. That Christ must die and make atone- 
it for sin in order to ae: life (3: 14, 18) 5 : 
that eternal life is imparted aly Be born 
of the Spirit (3: 3, 5, 8); and mes eternal life 
is only by believing (3: 16, 36). 


2. Nicodemus sought to defend Jesus when 


he was attacked by the chief priests and 


Pharisees (John 7: 45-53). He had not con- 
fessed Christ openly, yet he was favorable to 
him. He anointed Jesus after his crucifixion, 
indicating that he had accepted him, and was 
now coming out openly (John 19: 39). 


3. Each of the three times Nicodemus is 
mentioned, it is emphasized that he came by 
night, which seems to indicate that it meant 
more than just coming to have a quiet visit. 
It seems evident that he feared to come out 
and confess. Christ openly (John 3: 2, 11, 12, 
19-21; 7:50}; 12: 42;.19: 39). 

4. When we believe (John 3: 36). 

5. Both were lifted up, and there was life 
for a look, because to look was to believe 
(Num. 21: 8). 


6. Our Lord clearly teaches in this lesson 
that the new birth is not a reformation, but 
the making of a new man, the ¢reative: act 
of the Holy Spirit. 

7. Faith in Christ crucified as the atone- 
ment for sin (John 3: 14-16). 

8. “Destroy this temple, and in three days 
I will raise it og (John 2:19). 


9. John -1:2 John witnesses to Christ 
as the Lamb of God. 


10. It shows that he came from God (vs. 
31, 34), that he is God (v. 13), the only be- 
gotten Son (vs. 16, 17, 18), the Son of man 
(vs. 13, 14), the Life and the Life-giver (vs. 
15, 16, 36) ve 


Your Class of Girls 


By Mrs. Evelyn M. McClusky 
Director of The Miracle Book Clubs 


— people seem to think they can 
buy salvation as one buys a vacuum 
cleaner,” sighed Ruth. 

Betty dropped her popcorn in surprise, 
“But what on earth could they use for 
down payment, and what’d they promise 
to pay?” 

“They can make no down payment. You 
know there is nothing we can offer God 
that is perfect and worthy! ‘All have 
sinned, and come short of the glory of 
God.’ But yesterday Laura Jo told me she 
was acceptable to God because she is still 
not a great sinner, and she said that if she 
ever sins in the future, and feels equal to 
repenting, she will be reinstated by repent- 
ing.” 

“She’s horribly under a _ delusion!” 
groaned Betty. “No one has ever told her 
clearly, as our teacher tells us. Satan is 
trying to hold on to his property in Laura 
Jo.” 

Ruth stirred the logs on the fireplace. 
“Old Mr. Brown used to say, ‘Repent, 
believe, and be baptized if you want to be 
saved,’ but he’d never get anywhere with 
Laura Jo! She-has no sense of sin, and 
even what she calls sin is not recognized 
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as such by Jack and Polly. I’ve concluded 
that John the Forerunner’s advice was 
to the Jews who had seen Christ. 

“No one ever repents of sin until she 
can s¢e Christ’s glory and love, and thus 
see how far short we come, ‘We love him, 
because he first loved us,’ and we must see 
the expression of his love at Calvary be- 
fore we become conscious of the awfulness 
of our sin which sent him there and which 
he bore for — well, Betty, I am daily dis- 
covering that it was for me. 

“To believe comes first, and, ever after, 
we repent! Have you finished counting 
how many times the ‘word ‘believe’ occurs 
in the account by John?” 

Betty sat forward, “Ruth! I’ve just this 
minute got it clear — what Teacher has been 
talking about! If we, as human beings, 
are Satan’s property, before we have ever 
performed an act of sin, then that’s why we 
need to be born again, into God’s family 
and his safety. Thank God a Saviour has 
been provided in the eternal person of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. When we were born 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “’ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories * 
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the first time, of flesh, our mothers suffere? 
to give us physical life; Christ suffered to 
give us our second birth, of his Spirit, 
heavenly life.” 

The logs blazed and the girls sat for 
many minutes thinking, then Ruth said 
softly: “Salvation is God’s love gift. We 
are born of love because he loved us enough 
to suffer to give us his life! We live in 
him. Betty, we don’t begin to fathom his 
love. We who were aliens are brought nigh 
by the blood of God’s own Son, and are 
made acceptable in God’s Beloved.” 

Betty said slowly, “And our part is to 
BELIEVE. How wonderful! Let’s look 
at our readings for the week: John 1: 12, 
13; 3:6, 7, 17; 20:31; Romans 6: 23; 10: 
0; Hebrews 4:15, 16; 1 John 3: 23; 4:15; 
5: ~ 

OAKLAND, CALIF. 


For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 





If You Cannot Go 


as a Missionary to distant lands you can bring the 
Gospel to those in the next block by distributing 


GOSPEL TRACTS 
Sample package, 25 cents 
FAITH, PRAYER and TRACT LEAGUE 
DEPT. T., MUSKEGON HEIGHTS, MICH. 






















: U WEAR THIS SUIT 
| ake up to $12 ina Day! 


Let me send youw this fine all-wool tailored 
suit Free or Cost. , Just follow my easy 
planand show the suit toyourfriends. Make 
up to $12 in a day easily. No experience— 
no canvassing necessary.’ Send for Samples 
—Free or Cost, Write today for Fres de- 
H tails. ACTUAL SAMPLES and “ sure-fire’’ 

money getting plans. Send no money, 
H. J. Coltin, PROGRESS TAILORING CO., Dept. 
N-128 500 South Throop Street, Chicago, Ill. 


THE AMAZING BIBLE 


MONEY MAKING 
OPPORTUNITY 


MEN - WOMEN: Wanted by established, suc- 
cessful firm now expanding. Experience in ovr 
field not necessary. Instructions and help fur- 
nished, Tell us all about yourself. Address, 
Saves Dept., 603 Philadelphia Bible House, 
1211 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


tie Jesson 1937 


RA.TORREY 


¢ Insist on the ORJGINAL Thirty-seven 
: , ears’ Supremacy. Never equalled. 
Condensed Thought. Digest and Text of 
lesson. Attendance Record. Other features. 


Flexible Binding. 35c. Postpaid. 
FLEMING H. REVELL CO., 158 Fifth Ave., New York 


Come. Help Us «+ 


x As Macedonia called to Paul, so this 























faith work calls to you for prayer and suc- 
cor. You can aid by buying and distrib- 
uting beautiful hand work linen hand- 
kerchiefs made in China. Artistically 
appliqued and drawnwork., only 25ceach. 
Centerpieces, runners, tea sets, etc., 
made atthe Home. Send for free list. 


5 Proceeds help support this great faith 

work, established: twenty years. Or- 
hans and homeless are cared for and 
ed to Christ. Booklet, ‘‘Helping 
China’s Helpless’’ sent free on re- 
quest. Address: 


HOME OF ONESIPHORUS 


Office Drawer 15 


American 
2811 N. Racine Ave. Chicago, ut, 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Materiai: A live kitten. A live plant. 
Print Golden Text — “Except a man be 


born again, he cannot see the kingdom of 
God” (John 3: 3). 











S THIS kitten alive? Very much so. 

Is the plant alive? Yes. What about 
this boy? Is he alive? You say he is. 

In our lesson today Jesus Christ talks 
to Nicodemus, a grown man, a ruler of 
the Jews, and he tells him he cannot enter 
the Kingdom of God unless. he is born 
again. Nicodemus did not understand what 
the Lord Jesus meant, and [ think you don’t 
either, but I am going to try to tell you 
about it so you will. 

When this little kitten was born, it was 
born into the animal family. It never will 
be anything but an animal, It may grow 
up to be the most beautiful cat in the world, 
but it can never be anything else. 

When this plant sprouted and began to 
grow, it was born into the plant family. 
It may have the grandest blossoms you 


ever saw, but it will always be a plant. ‘ 


It can never be a kitten. 

When. this boy was.born, he was born 
inte the human family, and:he will be in 
that family as long as. he lives, He can 
never be an animal or a plant. 

Now God has a kingdom, or family, and 
people have to be born into his family. 
To be born again, as Jesus told Nicodemus, 
you must believe in the Lord Jesus Christ 
as your Saviour. John 1:12 says, “As 
many as received him, to them gave he 
power to become the sons of God, even to 
them that believe on his name.” 

And when you believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and accept him, you are born into 
God’s family, and you will always belong 
to his family. 

Neither the kitten nor the plant can be 
born again and belong to two families or 
kingdorns, but you already belong to the 
human family, and you can every one be- 
long to God’s family by being born again. 

Don't you want to be God’s child? 

Movesto, CALir. 

b - 


Curistian YoutH is the Times weekly 
paper for young people. 


December 26, 1936 


Celebrating the Moody Centenary 
in Philadelphia 


N ORDER to renew the preaching em- 

phasis of the famous evangelist and 
Christian educator, D. L. Moody, and to 
arouse the Christian people to a new sense 
of their responsibility in the matter of soul- 
winning, Dr. Will H. Houghton, President 
of The Moody Bible Institute of Chicago, 
will direct the program now being set up 
by the Institute for the D. L. Moody Cen- 
tenary Observance in 1937. The centenary 
program, which will be of international 
significance and will be observed in Great 
Britain and in America, will have large 
Bible conferences as one of its major fea- 
tures, at which will be heard a number 








YOUR MESSENGER 


Trained native workers may be supported on 
the mission field for from $15 to $150 a year. 
Nothing deducted from your gifts — 100@ to 
the field. Will you provide? 
FOR FULL PARTICULARS WRITE TO 
NATIVE PREACHER CO., Inc. 
350 West 3ist Street New York 














“The Best Attendance 
in Our School” 


Is Sunday school attendance af- 

fected by the kind of literature you 
ive your pupils? One school officer 
as found tliat it is. She says: 


“The four classes in our Sun- 
day school that use CHRISTIAN 
YOUTH have the best attendance 
in our school. Please send me 
extra copies.”’ 


A teacher of boys writes: 


**The boys in my class certainly 
are more regular in attendance 
since getting CHRISTIAN YOUTH, 
and are beginning to take more 
interest in the Sunday school les- 
sons.” 


Interest always makes for better 
attendance. And Christian Youth, 
the Sunday School Times weekly 
paper for teen age young fotks, helps 
you to create. and hold interest by 
stimulating lesson preparation; by 
its gripping stories, Bible puzzles, 
and the like. You may try the paper 
in your class or school for ten weeks 
for only ten cents a pupil. Please use 
the attached coupon. 


By the year, Christian Youth costs 
52 cents a subscription, in packages 
of five or more copies to one address. 
Single subscriptions are 75 cents a 
year. 
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325 North 13th Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Please send me. ...... copies of 

CHRISTIAN YOUTH for ten weeks for 

my class or school, for which I encluse 


Dig esse acces (10 cents for each pupil 
‘tor the ten week period). 
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Lesson for January 10 
A Postcard ete tou 


will will being to you 
TORREY’S Famous Vust-Pocxet Hate 


GIST OF LESSONS 1937 FREE 


if You Have Never Used It Before !— 
make a list (on a tcard will do) of 12 or more 
>unday School teachers or officers of your ay yet 
ance, and send it to us for an introductory copy o 
‘Yorrey’s Gist of the Lessons (International) 1937. 
Absotutely free and postpaid. 


THE ILLUSTRATOR, 








158 Fifth Avenue, NEW YORE 


Why We Need Your Help 


Here is a new letter just received from Russia 
telling of great suffering and hunger among Chris- 





. fan women and chi 


Dear Brother: Nov. 1, 1936. 

“I have received your letter and the much 
needed help, for which I raise my hearty thanks 
to my heavenly Father day and night, to think 
that He cares for my pocr chiidren. Please, in 
the name of Jesus Christ, do not forget us in the 
future, Remember, I have five dear children. I 
do not ‘ beg’ for help, but it is necessary, and I 
believe in my Lord Jesus Christ. His love never 
fails and He never forgets us. Your sister in 
Christ.--N. M.” 


Many similar letters are in our files, telling of hun- 
ger and great suffering, and begging for our aid. With 


your donations we can answer many of their pray- 
ers, Please send what you can for these Christians 
in tribulation. 

ALL- RUSSIAN 


EVANGELICAL CHRISTIAN UNION 


156 Fifth Avenue NEW YORK CITY 
Norman J. Smitu, General Secretary. 








Invest Where You 
Profit Doubly 


Receive an Income for Life— and 
Watch the Progress of the Institu- 
tion You Support. 

This is possible under the Stony Brook 
Annuity Plan. The money you intend to give 
to a worthy Christian cause is now placed 
where you know it is safe—in the hands of 
Christian leaders who are trusted servants of 
a Great Cause. 


The principal is untouched. You arg guar- 
anteed a life income — paid monthly, quarterly, 
or annually at your option. You have no fur- 
ther bother about the investment. Al! you do 
is to cash the check. 


At the same time you. have the joy of giv- 
ing encouragement and support to a ving 
institution while you are alive. When you hear 
of the School’s good work you can say, “I 
have had a part in its up-building.” When 
you learn that its boys are assuming posi- 
tions of Christian leadership, you feel a fath- 
erly pride. Your gift has given encourage- 
ment to the Trustees, Headmaster, and Fac- 
ulty to continue the work that is attracting the 
attention of earnest, devoted Christian people. 

Your gift is an investment in 
making Christian men. 

Will you drop a note to the Headmaster 
today saying that you would like more infor- 
mation about Stony Brook and its work, and 


about the Stony Brook Annuity 
Wy Plan? 


Please Mention 
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Jing Brock Khool 


FRANK E, GAEBELEIN, LiTT.D., Headmaster 
Stony Brook, Long Island, New York 














In ordering goods or in making inquiry con- 
cerning anything advertised in this paper, you 
will oblige the publishers, as well as the ad- 
vertiser, by stating that you saw the adver- 
tisement in The Sunday School Times. 
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of outstanding British and American 
preachers and Bible teachers. 

The Centenary will be observed in Phila- 
delphia from January 3 to 8, 1937. A spon- 
soring committee for Philadelphia has been 
formed. - The Metropolitan Opera House 
has been rented for the five days of the 
conference. 





F Children at Home 


How Little Big-Fish 
Became a Fisher of Men 


By J. Harold Casto 


IG-FISH was. only a little boy when I 

first knew him, but because he was 
the first boy born in the family, his father 
and mother called him “Big-Fish.” Now, 
Big-Fish had a very wicked father who 
went about being very mean, and doing 
many things that made Big-Fish’s mother 
very sad. . However, Big-Fish’s mother 
knew and loved God, and she knew also 
that some day God would make life hap- 
pier for her little boy. 

One day Daddy ‘Fish became so evil and 
wicked that he had to be punished. The 
good men of the church tried for a long 
time to get him to say he would be good, 
but he would not listen, and finally ran 
away to live with his wicked friends. 

Now, little Big-Fish and his mother both 
loved God, and did not want to go and 
live with those wicked people. Finally, 
Big-Fish’s mother said she would go and 
live with the good Christians. Soon it 
came little Big-Fish’s turn to decide 
whether he would go with his daddy, and 
live among the ‘boys and girls who did 
not leve God, or whether he would go 
with his mother. ; 

“What would you like to do, Big-Fish?” 
asked one of the men. Little Big-Fish 
stepped from the shadows into the light of 
the council fire, and bravely gave his an- 
swer. 

“I wish to go and live with my good 
mother,” he said. “I want to be a Chris- 
tian and do what is right.” 

“But your mother is very poor, and since 
your father ran away she has no one to 
care for her. Suppose you starve or freeze, 
then what will you do?” questioned the 
man. 

“I shall trust God, and take what he 
gives me,” answered the boy. 

The council was silent for a few mo- 
ments with wonder and admiration at the 
brave way the little lad faced his great 
problem in life. In the group was a gocd 
white man, a missionary, who loved little 
Big-Fish more from that time on than he 
had ever loved him before. 

“Brothers,” said the white man, “I love 
that little lad for the brave way in which 
he chose the good and happy road, and I 
want to help him. I would like to adopt 
him, and take care of him until he is 
grown up.” 

The arrangements were soon made, and 
little Big-Fish went to live in the white 
man’s village. But he first had a bath, and 
was given a new suit of clothes. 

The next day Big-Fish was taken to 
the village school, and there he was given 
his first books, which made him very proud 
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“To the Jew First” 


This is the bedrock upon 
which we predicate the Jewish 
Mission appeal to every Bible- 
believing soul. ‘To the Jew 
first’’ is as basic in missions as 
faith in Christ is basic in salva- 
tion. Every January brings to 
us an increasing number of gifts 
‘To the Jewfirst.’’, And many 
letters tell us,‘‘Thank you so 
much for calling my attention 
to my duty and privilege. I want 
to start the New Year right.’’ 





. 


Think it over, for some day 
you too will join this blessed 
host and you too will say, ‘‘I 
want to preach God’s Gospel 
in God’s way—to the Jew | 








first.’’ 


Our work merits your every 
confidence. Our field is not 
only the 2,000,000 Jews of 
New York, not only the 4,000, - | 
000 Jews of America, but, un- 
der divine impulse, we are at 
grips with the problem of reach- 
ing a world Jewry with the 
Gospel testimony. In America, 
branches are maintained in the 
larger cities as the Lord gives 
us means and workers. Abroad, 
the Lord is wonderfully bless- 
ing our own stations in Paris, 
in Warsaw, and in Jerusalem. 
And through affiliated missions 
and missionaries, our Yiddish 
publications are being distrib- 
uted in other important Jewish 
centers of the world. 


Your help and prayers are 
always needed. ‘‘*THE 
CHOSEN PEOPLE,’’ loved 
by many Bible students for its 
helpful information on Pro- 
phecy and the Jews, is sent to 
all contributors. 


May we hear from you? 


AMERICAN BOARD OF MISSIONS 
TO THE JEWS, Inc. 


27 Throop Avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


Here is my offering, $. .... . 
‘To the Jew First.’’ May the Lord bless 
this gift for Israel’s salvation. 


Name. F 
MO ss ee eS 
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and happy. His mother, also, came to the 
white man’s village where she could be 
near her little boy. Little Big-Fish studied 
hard, and learned his books well. He loved 
to play with the other boys at tops, or go 
hunting for birds and squirrels with his 
crossbow and arrows. Often he went to 
the near-by stream to catch fish in his bare 
hands. 

One day, after Big-Fish had been study- 
ing for several years, he was asked if he 
would like to go to a village a long way 
off, and teach the people there. He was 
happy to go, and soon he was ready and 
starting on his long journey. It took him 
many days of walking over hard, stony 
roads. He had to cross some big rivers, 
and climb many steep mountain trails. Most 
of the way he walked barefoot, just as most 
of his people do, but sometimes when the 
stones hurt his feet he put on some queer 
sandals made of twisted bamboo bark. He 
did not complain, because he was a brave 
boy, but trudged on and on until at last 
he reached the place where he was to teach. 

There Big-Fish found many, many people 
who did not know about God and his great 
love for them. Daily he told them of God’s 
loving care, and how they should thank 
God for all their food and clothing and 
every good thing. He taught them also 
how to pray when they were ill or in 
trouble, 

Big-Fish was so kiffl and cheerful that 
the neighbors soon noticed that he was 
happier than they.. They wanted to know 
more about the God that Big-Fish so often 
spoke of. He told them all he knew, and 
when they had heard the message of the 
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Lord Jesus and his love, many of them 
came to their teacher and said: 

“Yes, we want to know God, and love 
him as you do. We don’t want to worship 
these terrible demons any longer. Come, 
let us all believe God, and learn how to 
sing those beautiful songs.” 

A great fire was kindled, and from all 
the houses the people brought their idols 
and their magic charms and incense bowls, 
and burned them all up. While these things 
were being burned, the people and their 
teacher stood around the fire and sang, 
“Praise God, from whom all blessings 
flow.” Then he taught them how to pray 
and to read their Bibles. Because he drew 
them out of their old sinful life into the 
sunshine of God’s love, we call him a 
“fisher of men.” 

Every one who heard of how little Big- 
Fish became a “fisher of men” was very 
happy. His mother was especially happy 
and proud that her little boy, who, be- 
cause he had bravely chosen God’s way, 
had now become so useful. The good white 
missionary has gone to Heaven, but the 
same little Big-Fish, grown older now, is 
still teaching boys and girls to love God, 
and to be clean and honest. 


CHENKANG, YUNNAN, CHINA, 
Mw 


Through the Bible This Year 


(A list of readings to be used in connection 
with the article on page 874 of this issue.) 





JANUARY 
Genesis 1:4 — 4:1 — 8:13 — 11:1 — 
IS:1 — 19:1 — 21:1 — 24:29 — 27:1 


— 29:1 — 31:1 — 33:1 — 36:1 — 39:1 

— 42:1 — 44:1 — 47:1 — 50:1 — Ex- 

odus 3:1 — 6:1 — 8:20 — 11:1 — 14:1 

— 16:1 — 19:1 — 22:1 — 26:1 — 28:1 
— 30:1 — 33:1 — 35: %. 
FEBRUARY 

Exodus 38: 1 — Leviticus 1:4 — 4:1 — 

tI — QO: 1 — 12:1 — 14:1 — 16:1 — 


18:1 — 21:1 — 24:1 — 26:1 — Numbers: 


I: l—3:1—4:17 —7:1—8:1—11:1 
— 14:1 — 16:1 — rrr — 21:1 — 23: 
I — 26:1 — 28: PO ais I — 33:1 — 36: 
1 — Deuteronomy 2: 


Pl 
Deuteronomy 4: 14 — 7:1 — 10:1 — 12! 
17 — 15:7 — 18:9 — 22:1 — 25:1 — 
28:1 — 30:1 — 32:15 — Joshua 1:1 — 
5:1 — 8:1 — 10:1 — 12:1 — 15:16 — 


19: I — 21: 19 — 23:1 — Judges 1: 27 — 
Si:l— 7:1 —o:i — 11:1 — 14:1 — 17: 


I — 20:1 — Ruth 1: 1— 4:1 — 1 Samuel 
a:1 
APRIL 
1 Samuel 6:1 — 10:1 — 13:13 — 15:2 
— 17:1 — 19:1 — 21:1 — 24:1 — 27it 
-— 30:1 — 2 Samuel 2:1 — 5:1 — 8:1 — 
IZ; —— 14:1 — 16:1 — 19:1 — 21:1 — 
23:1 — 1 Kings 1: 22 — 2:36 — 6:1 — 
8:1 — oft — 11:l — 13: — I5:i — 
18:1 — 20:1 — 22:1. 
May 
2 Kings 2:1 — 4:18 — 7:1 —o:1 — 
Il: — 14:1 — 17:1 — 19:1 — 21;5— 
23: 21 — 1 Chronicles 1: 1 — 3: 1 — 6:1-— 
825 — rr:1 — 14:1 — 17:1 — 21:1 — 
24:1 — 27:1 — 2 Chronicles 1:1 — 5:1 
— 72 — 10:1 — 14:1 — 18:1 — 2138 
24:1 — 27:1 — 30:1 — 32:1. 
JuNE 
2 Chronicles 34: 14 — Ezra 1:1 — 3:1 
—7:1— 10: 1 — Nehemiah 3:1 — 6:1 — 
8:1 — 10:1 — 12:14 — Esther 2:1 — 6: 
I — 5:20 — Job 4:1 — go: 1 — 14:1 — 
IQO: Ef — 24:1 — 30:1 — 34:1 — 38:1 — 
42:1 — Psalms 9:1 — 18:1 — 25:1 — 
32:5 — 38:5 — 44:1 — 51:1 — 59:1. 
jJuty 


Psalms 68: 1 — 72:1 — 78:1 — 83:1 


| 


December 26, 1936 


90:1 — 96:1 — 104: 1 — 107:1 — 115: 
I — 119: 73 — 123: 1 — 137: 1 — 145:1— 


Proverbs 2:1 — 7:1 — 11:1 — 16:1 — 
20: 1 — 24:1 — 28: 1 — Ecclesiastes 1: 1 — 
5:1 — 10:1 — Song of Solomon 4:1 — 
liad b: I — §:20 —O:1 — 14:1 — 18: 
I — 23:1 — 27:1 

Avucust 


Isaiah 30: 18 — 34:1 — 38:1 — 42:1 — 
45:1 — 48:9 — 52:1 — 57:1 — 61:1 — 
65:17 — Jeremiah 2: 20 — 5:1 — 7: 21 — 
O:17— 14: — 17:1 — 21:1 — 24:5 — 
002 AB 905 36, BS SE ens SR 
Il — 39:1 — 41:11 — 46:1 — 49:1 — 
50: 35 — 52: 1 — Lamentations 2: > oS a %i 


SEPTEMBER 
Ezekiel 4:1 — 8:1 — 12:17 — 16:6 — 
18:1 — 20: 26 — 22: 23 — 25:1 — 28:1 


— 31:1 — 33:17 — 36: 16 — 39:1 — 4I: 
I — 44:1 — 46:1 — Daniel 1:1 — 3:1 
—5:1—7:1 — 9g: 20 — 12: 1 — Hosea 5: 
I — 11:1 — Joel 2:1 — Amos 3:1 — 7: 
1 —. Jonah 1:1 — Micah 4:1 — Nahum 
LEB. 
OcToBER 
Habakkuk 3:1 — Haggai 1:1 — 3:1 — 
O:I — 14:1 fle awl 1 — Matthew 
I: — 5:27 — 8:14 — 11:8 — 13:5 — 
15:1 — 18:1 — 21:1 — 23: 23 — 25: 31 
— 27: 19 — Mark 1: 25 — 4: 14 — 6: 31 — 
QO:1 — 10:35 — 13:1 — 15:1 — Luke 1: 
26 — 3:1 — 5:1 — 7:1 — 8i4qr — 10: 21 
— 12: 13. 
NovEMBER 

‘Luke 14:15 — 17:1 — 19:28 — 22:1 
— 23:39 — John 1:36 — 4:27 — 6:22 
— 8:1 — 10: 19 — 12: 23 — 15:1 — 18: 
15 — 20: 24 — Acts 2:21 — 5:1 — 7:37 
— 9:32 — 12:1 — 14:19 — 17:1 — 19: 


21 — 22:1 — 24:1 — 27:1 — Romans 1: 
18 — 5:1 — git — 12:1 — 16:1. 
DEcEMBER 

x Corinthians 3:1 — 8:1 — 12:1 — 15: 
1 — 2 Corinthians 2:1 — 7:1 — 11:1 — 
Galatians 2:1 — Ephesians 1:1 — 5:1 — 
Philippians 2: 1 — Colossians 1:1 — 1 Thes- 
salonians 2:1 — 2 Thessalonians 1:1 — 1 


Timothy 4:1 — 2 Timothy 2: 1 — Philemon 
1:1 — Hebrews 4:1 —9:i — ri: b— 13: 
: — faaee a r — 1 Peter 4: 1 — 1 John 
1:1 — 2 John 1 — Revelation 1:1 — 5:1 
— 10:1 — 14:1 — 17:1 — 20:1. 


[ With the New Books 


Missionary Atlas. A Mariual of the For- 
eign Work of the Christian and Missionary 
Alliance. By A. C. Snead: (Christian 
Publications, Inc., Harrisburg, Pa.; single 
copy $1.10 postpaid, five or more 75 cents 
each.) The Christian and. Missionary Al- 
liance was born in prayer in Old’ Orchard, 
Maine, in August, 1887, its purpose being 
to promote fellowship among believers in 
the fullness of Christ and to hasten the 
tempo of missionary pioneering. As with 
the Moravians, the membership on the for- 
eign field now exceeds that at home. Thus 
there are abroad 500 churches and 300 un- 
organized groups of Christians with a total 
membership of 40,000. The enrollment in 
the nearly 950 Sunday: schools is about 
37,000. There are in active service 460 
missionaries and more than 1,500 native 
workers, 

This missionary church, or rather serv- 
ant of the church, has work scattered 
through many lands. French Indo-China, 
French Equatorial Africa, the Netherlands 
East India, the Philippines, the Kansu- 
Tibetan border, Ecuador, Chile, Colombia, 
Eastern Siam, China, India, and a dozen 
other fields have been entered and in them 
the work is well started in the expectancy 
of the Spirit’s help to enlargement and 
expansion. It is well, in view of the fiftieth 
anniversary of the establishment of the Al- 



































Lesson for January 10 


liance, that an account of its misstonary 
operations should be given to the Church 
at large. This is admirably done in this 
“Missionary Atlas” which recounts not only 
the mission work, but gives desirable in- 
formation regarding the general life of the 
lands entered. An abundance of maps helps 
the reader’s geographical orientation. 

The Alliance is pre-eminently interested 
in pioneering. One illustration. ‘Tibet is 
the most inaccessible of fields, but it can 
be approached from the Chinese province 
of Kansu, and here, in the region occupied, 
are a half million Tibetans. So they have 
entered leading Lamasery towns along a 
line eighty miles from the border, con- 
stantly sending in literature into the closed 
land. They attempted early to place an 
evangelistic center in Labrang, where 3,000 
Tibetan priests live in the greatest Tibetan 
“monastery in Northeast Tibet, but were 
repulsed. Again and again they made the 
attempt, and finally, in 1922, succeeded. 
From Labrang they have touched all North- 
east Tibet, and have made contacts with 
many important Tibetan leaders. Lhamo 
has also proved to be a gateway for further 
occupation of Northeast Tibet in spite of 
prevalent lawlessness. And there are other 
stations. 

Patient, prayerful, persistent is the min- 
istry of the Alliance in hard and ungrateful 
fields. The time of reward is ahead. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











January 17. Building Character through Self- 
Denial. Matt. 16:24, 25; Rom. 15: 1-3. 
Sunday, January 10 


Resisting Dishonest and Vicious Adver- 
tising (Prov. 12:22) 
s 





Mon.—Advertising the 
‘ 10 : 1-8). 
Tues.—Ancient advertising methods (Hab. 


Kingdom (Matt. 


2°: 3-4). 
Wed.—Acted advertisement 
8). 
Thurs.—Advertisement by letter (Eph. 3: 


(Ezek. 4:1- 


1-9). 

Fri—Alluring advertisements (2 Pet. 2: 
18-20). 

Sat.—Advertising by example (1 Cor. 15: 
33)- 











HERE are three principal channels 

through which vicious advertising is 
brought to our attention,—placards or 
signboards, newspapers and magazines, and 
the radio. And there are three principal evils 
against which we need to guard along 
these three channels, — intoxicating liquors, 
Cigarettes and tobacco, and the motion pic- 
tures. Handsomely colored pictures of 
well dressed, good looking young people 
greet us at every turn, with slogans and 
testimonials telling us of the satisfying, 
refreshing qualities of cigarettes, whisky, 
beer, and ale. Over the radio we hear the 
gurgling of liquor being poured out of 
bottles, and a description of the fine taste and 
supposedly health-giving qualities of this 
or that intoxicating drink. Reviewers tell 
us of the exciting and entertaining thrills 
to be experienced from this or that mov- 
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ing picture.. What can we, as young peo- 
ple, do to resist these appeals? 
ye 

First of all we need something more 
than our own will power, important as 
that is. We need the sure grounding in 
the Word of God, and the strength. that 
comes alone from the heart in which dwells 
the Holy Spirit. And we need something 
more than blind prejudice against these 
things, if we are to help other young peo- 
ple understand their harmfulness, and ex- 
pose the lying character of their propa- 
ganda. 

God’s Word teaches us plainly that these 
bodies of ours are the temples of the Holy 
Ghost and that we dare not defile them 
with anything that abuses the God-given 
faculties with which they have been en- 
dowed, or which dulls the keen edge of 
conscience. 

ve 


Then we need to be well informed con- 
cerning the true character of these great 
evils of our day. Below you will find a 
list of pamphlets, many of which are in- 
expensive and which will give you valu- 
able information concerning the harmful- 
ness of intoxicating liquors, the cigarette, 
the movies. Send for some of these leaf- 
lets and pass them on to other young. peo- 
ple. They will be helpful to you in pre- 
paring this topic for presentation to your 
young people’s society. 

ye 

Still another way in which we, as young 
people, may help stop the lying statements 
being made concerning liquor and ciga- 
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Sead -Heal’s Clas Books 


Limp Cloth, $2.40 dozen 
Records 


TRY THEM THIS YEAR 
FLEMING H. REVELL CO., 158 Fifth Ave., New York 


Inland South America 
Missionary Union 


MISSIONARIES ARE TAKING 
THE GOSPEL TO 


THE AMAZON VALLEY INDIANS 


through jungle, land, and by rivers and streams, 
combatting Satan fn his own territory, but 
armed with ‘the whole armour of God.’ 








WILL YOU NOT PRAY 
FOR THIS WORK? 


Write for literature to: 


113 FULTON STREET, NEW YORK, N. Y. 











NOT ALL BEAUTIFUL 
VOICES ARE COD-CIVEN! 


More often it ie the DETERMINATION to develop 

and perfect the gift that accounts for the rich beauty 

of a fine voice. e of the men who has done most to 

help earnest students i is a D7 mae in va ped oe this de- 

His meth th a 
and singin; porese cs (witout rian use of scales or sing- 
ing lessons been so 8: eng mad ee he gearamsess 
100% Sepeevenndt-o ost for his 

peng caperne Scores have dound his Perfeet VoiceSys- 

tem t stone to fame and fortune 

goneut, lic speaking. His 120-page book, 

ful illastrat , will be ser sent free to anyone interes 

= evelopi: ing a 12 porte. - ——e for sing- 
or spea ust senda postcard with your name 

-— caine rof. Eugene Pwernenaet, 64 East 

















Lake Street, Studio 7801, Chicago, Llino 











532 MISSIONARIES 
DIALECTS 


e « e INVEST IN... 


Pioneer, World-Wide Missions 


The Alliance preaches the Gospel on 21 different mission fields of 
Asia, Africa, South America, The Near East, and The Island World. 


1,527 NATIVE WORKERS 
6,187, BAPTISMS LAST YEAR 


Our responsibility—and YOURS—ever 706,000,000 souls! 
EVANGELICAL .-. EVANGELISTIC . 


95 LANGUAGES AND 


. ECONOMICAL 





Information gladly pape regarding our work on any field 











THE CHRISTIAN AND MISSIONARY 
260 West 44th Street, New York, New York 
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rettes in many of our periodicals is to 
write our protest to such periodicals. Few 
publications can continue to print that which 
displeases a large number of readers. 


eg 

The Allied Youth, a monthly periodical 
for young people (published in the National 
Educational Association Building, Wash- 
ington, D. C., $1 a year), in the October, 
1936, issue, gives a number of statements 
of prominent coaches and athletic trainers 
that will be helpful in refuting. the ‘lying 
advertising as to the harmlessness of the 
use of cigarettes by athletes. Doubtless 
you may obtain sample copies of this issue 
by writing to The Allied Youth at the above 
address. 


“That Awful Ethel.” By Mary Pressly. (Na- 
Christian Temperance Union, 


tional Woman’s 
1730 Chicago Ave., Evanston, IIl.) 


“Alcohol and My Generation.” By Bert H. 
Davis, Harold Singer, and Nettie Allen Thomas, 








THE MACEDONIAN CALL ~ 


ACTS 16:9 
And a vision appeared to 
Paul in the night... there 
stoodaman of Macedonia 
and prayed him... saying 
come over into Macedonia 
and help us. 


THE RESPONSE 
ACTS 16:10 
And after he had 
seen the vision im- ~ . 
mediately we endeavored 
to go into Macedonia 
assuredly gathering that 
the Lord had called us . 


“The circulation of the 
Scriptures in Brazil would 
be trebled if we were in a 
position to fill all calls.” 

—Agency Secretary Turner 


“. . , for we get calls from 
all over the country. It is 
very discouraging at times 
not to be able to grant these 
requests. I do hope that 
sometime soon .. .” 

—Agency Secretary Penzotti 


WHAT IS YOUR RESPONSE? 


American Bible Society ss 
Bible Hones, New vr N. Y. 


Conscious rtunity and need 
ee. ihe, s American "Bible HS Geciety, and 
nian 


modern Macedo’ 
bes bo gladly = an the amount checked. 





MOMS. oo i Kise bcncced crsgsdbocouaacesece 
AdMTESS, co aeeeseecvecseeees 


$sool $2500) $100 $750 
$501] $25—1) $1000 $50) F100 
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(Allied Forces, 419 Fourth Ave., New York, 10 
cents.) 

“A Syilabus in Alcohol Education.” By Bertha 
Rachel Palmer.. (National Woman’s Christian 
Temperance Union, Evanston, Ill, 20 cents.) 

“Why I Do Not Smoke.” By Dorothy Dyer 
Akers. (Board of Temperance, of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church, Clarence T. Wilson, 
General Secretary, 100 Maryland Ave., N. E., 
Washington, D. C., 25 cents per 100.) 

“Sm and Health.” By William M. Gold- 
smith. (Board of Temperance, of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, 25 cents per too.) 

“The CG as a Physician Sees It.” By 
D. H. Kress. (Pacific Press Publishing Asso- 
ciation, Mountain View, Calif., 25 cents.) 


“Shall the Church Use Motion Pictures?” 
(The Sunday School ‘Times Co., Philadelphia, 
50 cents a dozen.) 
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For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth 
Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lesson, issded by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


January 4 to 10 
Mon.—John’ 3 : 1-8 

The Necessity for the New Life. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS : “Ye MUST be 

born again.” The man without a wedding 
garment was cast out. Foolish virgins 
without lights were rejected. Without the 
spirit of Christ we are not fit for the King- 
dom of God. We enter this world by the 
first birth, we enter the Kingdom of God 
by regeneration. The new birth is— the 
passport into Heaven. “Ye must be born 
again.” Pray for Punjab Praise and Prayer 
Union (founded by “Praying Hyde’), 2 
Abbot Road, Lahore, India, 


Tues.—John 3:9-17. Attaining the New Life. 

PraYER SUGGESTIONS: “Whosoever be- 
lieveth on him.” The gates of-sin were 
opened by Adam; the gates of salvation at 
Calvary by Christ. Salvation is upon the 
simplest terms. Relying upon Satan sin 
brought death. Trusting Christ brings life 
and salvation... Man was lost through un- 
belief. He must be saved therefore by grace 
through faith, and this is the gift of God. 
There is. no self-salvation. God gives it to 
us in Christ as a presentation. Pray for 
The Gideons of Canada, 366 Bay Street, 
Tcronto, Ont., Can. 


Wed.—Romans 1 : 8-17. The Gospel of Salvation. 
Prayer SucGcestTions: “The gospel of 
Christ.” Satan has a destroying gospel. 
Christ’s Gospel saves, satisfies, and glori- 
fies. Satan incafnate introduced the lying 
gospel ; God incarnate was the first preacher 
of the saying Gospel. Pass on the Good 
News. The Gospel of the grace of God 
works. Pray for the Scripture Distribution 
Society, 366 Bay ‘Street, Toronto, Ont., 
Can. x 
Thurs—1 John 5:1-5. The Victory of Love, 
Prayer Succestions: “The victory!’ 
Christ wins his victories with love. We 
win the victory,over the world by his 
faith that works by love. If we love him 
we keep’ his commandments. Love melts 
the hardest hearts. Calvary love softened 
ours; its manifestation will win others also. 
Pray for the Scripture Gift Mission, 33 
W. Adelaide Street, Toronto, Ont., Can. 


(Lesson for Jan. 10) Dec. 26, 1936 


Fri.—2 Corinthians 5: 14-21. A New Creature. 

Prayer Succestions: “This is new cre- 
ation” (lit.). Christ lives in believers. By 
our inward transformation all things are 
made new. The hidden man of the heart 
is incorruptible. The image of the Lord 
reflected in righteousness and true holiness 
tells observers that our life is under divine 
management, “This is new creation.” Pray 
for Toronto Jewish Mission, 611 Dundas 
Street, W. Toronto, Ont., Can, 


Sat.—Colossians 3:1-11. Living in Christ. 

Prayer Succestions: “Life... hid with 
Christ in God.” If you are in Christ who 
now lives with the Father, you are dwell- 
ing under the shadow of God’s wings.- Your 
life is hid with Christ in God. You were 
crucified with Christ; buried and raised 
with him, and seated with him in the 
heavenly places- with the Father. Certainly 
where he our: Head is we must be also. 
Blessed hidden, heavenly life! Pray for 
the Western Canada Mission to the Jews, 
158 Atkins Street, Winnipeg, Can. 


Sun.—2 Peter 3:14-18. Growing in Grace. 

PraYER SuccEstions: “Grow in grace.” 
Spiritual growth is commonly retarded. 
The “old man” is well cared for, but “the 
new man” is néglected. Make it your busi- 
ness to grow in grace. Growth in grace will 
keep you from disgrace. Pray for the Mis- 
sion to Lepers, 366 Bay S treet, Toronto, 
Ont., Can... ; 
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Subscription Rates 

The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, payable in 
advance, for either old or new subscribers, 
in the United States and Possessions. 
These rates include postage. 

$2.25—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2.25 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $8.75. 

$1.75—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.75 each, per year. 

CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

For each Canadian subscription add 25 cents 
to these rates for postage. For each foreign 
subscription add 5@ cemts for postage. 

INTRODUCTORY SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Strictly introductory, or Get-Acquainted 
subscriptions, 25 cents for one period of 
ten weeks, either singly or in« clubs, 


The paper is not sent to any subscriber 
beyond the time paid for, except by special 
request. 


Christian Youth 


Christian Youth is published weekly 
at the following rates, payable in ad- 
vance, in the United States and Pos- 
sessions.: These rates include postage. 

75 cente—One or more copies to in- 
dividual addresses, 75 cents each, per 
year, 

52 cents—Five or more copies, in a 
package to only one address, 52 cents 
each, per year. 


The Sunday School Times Company 
323-327 N. Thirteenth St., Philadelphia, Pa. 





